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BY JOSEPH POMPEO
Of Suburbanite

President Bush last Friday nom-
inated a Teaneck High School
graduate, Marine Gen. Peter Pace,
to be the next chairman of the U.S.
military’s Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Bush announced in a Roosevelt
Room ceremony at the White
House that if confirmed by the
Senate, Pace, 59, would succeed
Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers,
whose retirement is set for Sept.
30.

Pace, whom Pentagon officials
say has played a key role in the war
on terrorism, has been vice chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

“He knows the job well,” Bush
said of the prestigious Teaneck
native.

“To the American people, the
Marine is shorthand for can-do
and I’m counting on Pete Pace to
bring the Marine spirit to these
new responsibilities.”

Pace is the first Marine to be
selected for the position and, pend-
ing his confirmation by the Senate,
will be the second vice chairman to
rise to chairman. Myers, who
served as chairman for four years,
was the first to attain such a pro-
motion.

Pace was born in Brooklyn but
raised in Teaneck where he gradu-
ated high school in 1963. A 1967
graduate of the U.S. Naval Acade-
my, he holds a master’s degree in
business administration from
George Washington University. He
also attended Harvard University
for the Senior Executives in
National and International Securi-

ty program.
Pace served as a rifle platoon

leader in Vietnam from 1968 to
1969 but returned “without a
scratch.” He also served in Korea
in 1987 and as deputy commander
of Marine Forces and deputy com-
mander of the Joint Task Force in
Somalia between 1992 and 1994.

From 1997 to 2000 Pace served
as the commander of U.S. Marine
Corps Forces in the Atlantic,
Europe and South. He was pro-
moted to general in 2000 and
served as the commander in chief
of the United States Southern
Command until he became vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs short-
ly after the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

Pace returned to Teaneck in
May 2003 to speak at the town-
ship’s Memorial Day Celebration.

“This town gave me and my
family many gifts, all the things that
we take for granted,” he said to a
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POLICE

Officers move up ladder
The township police department last week promoted
three of its officers to senior ranks. Detective Lt.
Diane Mancini will be promoted to captain, Sgt. Mark
Distler to lieutenant and Det. Harry Harrison to
sergeant.
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FILM FESTIVAL

Puffin show world works
The recent Black Maria Film Festival showcased cut-
ting-edge works from independent film and video
makers around the world. The weekend event
marked the third time the festival stopped at the
Puffin Cultural Forum.
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JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

Bush nominates Gen. Peter Pace
‘To the American
people, the Marine is
shorthand for can-do,
and I’m counting on
Pete Pace to bring the
Marine spirit to these
new responsibilities.’

President Bush on his nomination of
Teaneck native Peter Pace for chair of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff

President Bush nominated
Teaneck’s Peter Pace for
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff. Above, members of
the township council and
patriotic advisory board greet
Gen. Pace during a 2003
Memorial Day ceremony. At
left, Gen. Pace exchanges hel-
los with members of the
Gooney Bird Detachment of
the Marine Corps League.

SEE PPAACCEE,, PAGE 14



bodies. It isn’t pretty.
Personally, I abandoned sleeve-

less shirts and dresses years ago,
about the time I gave away my
beige linen dress with the red
cummerbund. I do carry a photo
of myself in it, which was easily
several sizes ago, but I’m reluc-
tant to show it unless I’m primed
for the “Oh my God, is that
YOU?” response it evokes.

I’ve also begun to wear long
sleeves even when it’s hot out-
doors and most often wear long
khaki pants, not shorts.

In my case — a “people who
live in glass houses shouldn’t
throw stones” category — I’ve
acknowledged my appearance. I
just haven’t joined a 12-step pro-
gram to change it.

You’d think that a person so
observant of disgusting, pasty,
protruding excess flesh would be
shapely.

Here, obviously, it is not.

raised my hand and waved it
around, however, the teacher
always picked someone else
who looked scared.

So when this column
appears the week after next,
we’ll all be wearing shorts and
slathering ourselves with sun
lotion. Trust me. You can
count on it.
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crowd of nearly 300.
Mayor Jacqueline Kates, with

whom Pace graduated from high
school, expressed her full-fledged
confidence in Pace in his ascension
to the nation’s top military post.

“I am absolutely delighted that
the president has nominated Gen-
eral Pace for this position. It brings

great honor to our community,”
said Kates, who added that when
Pace returned to Teaneck in 2003,
he said there was no other place in
the world where he could have
had a better upbringing.

At the White House ceremony,
Pace said that attaining the presi-
dent’s nomination was an “incred-
ible moment” for him, but that he
knew “formidable” challenges lay
ahead. According to a Reuter’s
newswire, Pace will face “daunting

problems at the Pentagon as U.S.
budget deficits clash with the rising
cost of warships, fighter ships and
other high-tech programs planned
to replace aging Cold War
weaponry.”

Bush nominated Navy Adm.
Edmund Giambastiani to replace
Pace as vice chairman.

Joseph Pompeo’s e-mail address is
pompeo@northjersey.com
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With the help of a few former
marines, the Borough of Saddle
River will be sponsoring a Day of
Dedication to show support for
U.S. troops in Afghanistan and
Iraq, Sunday, May 1 at 1 p.m. in
front of the municipal building,

100 East Allendale Road.
All are invited to participate.
General Al Gray, 29th Com-

mandant of the Marine Corps. will
be the guest speaker and Saddle
River Mayor Conrad S. Caruso will
be on hand to introduce him and

other speakers.
The 25th Marines at Picatinny

Arsenal will provide a Color
Guard and the 199th Army Band
from New York State will perform.

A professional singer will per-
form a medley of patriotic songs.

MILITARY SUPPORT

‘Day of Dedication’ is set for May 1

WE OFFER:
➔ Pilates • Yoga
➔ Cardio Kickboxing
➔ Body Master/Cybex
➔ Boot Camp
➔ Stairmaster • Treadmills

3 MONTHS $15000*

STUDENT SPECIAL
* 1st time members processing fee

111 Henley Avenue, New Milford, N.J. 262-4500
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Open 5:30am - 10:30pm Mon-Fri , 7:30-5pm Sat & Sun

➔ Massage • Karate
➔ Basketball
➔ Group Cycling
➔ Personal Training
➔ Free Babysitting - Weekdays AM

FreeWeightsMother’s
Day
Gift

Certificates

TERMITES

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
190 WESTWOOD AVE., WESTWOOD, NJ 07675

Same Ownership
Since 1974

ELIMINATE
• Termites • Ants
• Roaches • Mice
• Bees • Wasps
• Fleas • Spiders

CARPENTER ANTS
SPECIALISTS

State License #90925
TERMITE & PEST
CONTROL INC.

“You’ve Seen Our Yellow Trucks”

$25 OFF
ANY NEW SERVICE

TWIN-BORO TERMITE & PEST CONTROL • EXP. 9/30/05

Real Estate • Bank Refinances
FHA & HUD Termite Inspections

& Certifications

BERGENFIELD
387-1800

WESTWOOD
666-5000

Call for a
FREE Inspection

JUST ONE CALL
DOES IT ALL!
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Year
Anniversary

WITH THIS COUPON

“Providing Quality Dance Education with a Personal Touch”
Day, Evening & Saturday Classes Available

516 River Road, New Milford
201-967-2928

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER DANCE CLASSES
Ages 2-Adult

Beginner - Advanced Levels

Classes in
Ballet • Tap • Jazz

Gymnastics • Cheerleading
Hip-Hop • Musical Theatre

DANCE CAMP
Daily Dance Class, Music, Arts
& Crafts, Nutrition, Anatomy,
Dance Videos & Stories, Dance
History & Much More!
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