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. 1926 

The . cry for more men was finally answered and 1 

~ in 1926 four new men were appointed to t?~ force, but 

then tragically their number was reduced. 0~ March 9, 

Clifton Dwyer, Michael Cancro, Frank Klimm and Fred Klemm 

were sworn in. Five days later Officer Dwyer was killed 

and Cancro injured at 4 a.m. when their motorcycle 

collided with a milk wagon in the fog at River Road and 

Tilden ·Street. Over $1,000 was raised in a fund · ror 

Dwyer f s widow. 

Although the death was tragic it led to a con

structive result in that slowly but sur~ly the unsafe 

motorcycles were phased out and most or the police patrol 

work was done in automobiles. Even today there are very 

few motorcycles and they are used almost primarily for 

traffic control. In recent years there have even b~en 

injuries on cycles thus making it quite obvious why police 

. today patrol in autos. 

All of the furor about a commissioner of police 

and the ~nternal complaints finally reached a head in 

19~6. In swift succession, Cornelius J. Harte was pro

moted to captain and then before the year was out elevated 

to Chief. 

On November 29, 1927, Lewis Sam Gerge of 1231 

Longfellpw Avenue complained that John Diggleman of 1251 .. 
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During 1944 a long overdue revision of the 

Police and Firemen's Pension Laws of the State of New 

Jersey was accomplished. The basic contribution of both 

individuals and municipalities was raised to 5% for men 

up to 35 vdth men over this age paying a higher rate. 

The· age limit at retirement was increased from 50 to 53 

and length of service required from 20 years to 25. In 

addition the State assumed part of the cost and paid 

the local fund an amount of $92.48 per man in the fund. 

The existing funds were not yet put on an actuarial basis. 

1945 

The year 1945 brought about a Saturday Evening 

Post story called 11No Crime in Teaneck11 • It attracted 

so much attention for a while police were plagued by 
./ 

youngsters committing crimes attempting to flaunt the 

claim. The article was based on an F.B.I. survey and 

Chief Ha~te was of course proud of the crime rate and 

worked to guard it. 

Teaneck's own survey showed that there was no 

indication of any significant change in the crime con

ditions as of December 31, 1945, as compared to 191~0. 

On January 25, 1946, either Detective Ray 

Nolan or Patrolman Eugene 0 1Reilly became the first and 

only Teaneck po~iceman to ever kill a fugitive in the 

line of duty. 
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In noting this safety award, it is interesting 

to realize that from one traffic signal at Fort .Lee 

and Teaneck Roads, by 1965 traffic signals were main

tained at 29 intersections. 

March 1 , 1966, ·was a historic day for the 

Teaneck Police Department. 9hief Cornelius Harte retired 

after 38 years as Chief, certainly near a record for the 

State. He vras succeeded by Capt. Robert Fitzpatrick 

who had moved up through the ranks • . 

~tzpatrick thus inherited a department which 

called for 74 men plus three civilian clerk-typists ~~d 

three civilian Radio Dispatchers. This constituted a 

tremendous growth from . the rural department headed by 

Chief Nurphy. 

Thus by 1967 authorized strength v1as 74 (chief, 

two captains, five·lieutenants, six sergeants, 50 patrol

men and 10 plain clothes detec.tives.) Add to this eight 

civilians and you have an impressive department. 

Remembering the early' years and the chicken, 

goat. and roost·er complaints, the 1967 annual report is 

incredible. There were 14,508 service calls, 6,789 radio 

alarms received, 27,644 radio calls- 21 730 escorts, 1,733 

inspections of facated houses. Patrol cars cloclced 575,574 

miles dU!ing the year or .1,600 miles a·day. During 1967 

departmental members spend an agg~egate of 9., 795 hours · 

in law enforcement schools and s~minars. The department 
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