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comtant roll of dice. “The slement of luck bs enormons. One goy's miracle
is the pexe guv'sdeath.”

Theos fong days later, Stebbins's ce v s again pi d down by heavy,
accurate lire from a hill in in pa:h It had been assigned 2 pla;mn af
tanks w atiack with 1t by Licstenant Colonel Horatin Woodhonse, the
commander of the Ynd Baualion. After encoumcring Inercasing fire
as they mrared thae hill, the fowr tmks waited some cighty sards back.
Stebbins himself was in an unprotected observation post sumie thiee
hundied yards forward of the company’s command post, where Fas
Lies urmml Bale Bair, the exccative officer, or secotid in commaid, was
positioned with the machine-gun officer. Stebbins's 1st Platoon was on his
right, tie 2ol o his lefi, and the Srd in a reserve position, just hehind the
vompany comtimand post. Dashing 1w consult with him in his observation
post, Second Licutenant Fdward Ruess veported that hewy fire had
pinned dowe s plateon. the s and was inflicting casualties. He koped
the tanks would hielp.

Ristesg 1o @ betrer Bsok a1 how they should use the woreain, Stebbins was
guickly kit by three machinegun bulles. He would secuperate for several
months in a hospial and then go home, whereas the same hurst thae
raked his littde elscrvation post, no doutn abmed a bim, e officer, killed
his runner—by that dme, the single surviving rifleman in his forward
sbservation post, His other runmers had all been hit carlier,

Meamwhile, Ruess had sprinted back o his men, dodging, ducking,
hitting the growad cvery ten vards. Platoon leaders were the officers whe
stood or erawled beside, orin front of, dredr men in battle. Known as one
of the best, Ruess was virwadly idolized by his men for his leadership,
Two days earlier, Stebhing had noticed a divy bandage the leutenane
was wying to conceal. Shot through the hand the day before, shoriy
alter wrossing the Asakawi, he went without treatment in a bagtalion
aid station because he wauldn’t leave his men when things were getting
difficult,. Mebbins abo kiew Ruess would never let his platoon sy
pimied down lomg, which is why thie captain had chosen it to lead the
way onto the wonblesome hill abead. Fearless, “tiger-quick” Rucss liked
1 fix thie positions of machine guns that were pinning dowe his men by
showing himself wo draw their Gre. But this hill had 1o many concealed
machine guns livng oo greal s volume of fire. Trving his daring move
again. Ruess was Killed,

The body of the runner who'd been killed beside Captain Stebbins
tumbied into 3 decline. Unable g find his walkicaatkie radio, the cuptaien
erawled towird the rear untl e was spoued by one of the tanks, [trsdiced
the company command post, and strewcher bearers were dispatched
bring the captain farther back. While he was being bandaged. he 1oid
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Lientenant Colonel Woodhouse, who'd run bock from his battalion’s
forward chservadion post, that the moks were necded quicki

Woodhouse twok First Lieutenant Hair, who replaced Stebhing i
company commander, to where they could coosrdinaw another go at the
hith. Runuers were sent to inform the three platoons 1o ready themselves
for o tanksupported auack w beded by Baiz, The obstle had to be tiken
guickly. s fire was holding ap dic entire advance in the arca,

Casuithies amwng ihe liewterants serving as platoon keaders had been
especially heavy in the two days following the croming of the Asakawa,
Stebhins had alse lost the leader of bis 30d Plaoon on that sume
advnce—to mortar lire i the mormiog fog of May 10, His place was taken
by Pl Sergrant Ed d D Maz, the Brooklyn bov who'd ventured 2
spell in Miami before enlisting in 1849, Now twentyfive years ofd, De May
was called not Pops. like so many men over twears, bt Mommy, thanks 1o
his regular admonitions 1o his tenage charges during their training, “Do
1 always hove o be o mother and faiher 1o you?”

When the runner arrived with the message from Baly, Mommy was
in a prowected Hale position near the company command post, several
wnutes’ run behind where Captaio S1eblins had been hit, Despite the
delay during the previous hours and the casualiies w the company’s o
other plaosns, the new obsacle gave no indiestion i it would be
uglier than others in the womile lake of firs dnce the Asakaws, The
“prominent il as the Americans referced 1o iy, sinod beyond a sight
draw that formed 3 corvidor leading up to it A similar rise called Chariie
Hill bad fallen the day belore 1o the Tst Batdion, after o duy and a halt
of tank und infanuy ssanle sipported by naval guotive, There wis no
reason o expect the new hill, barren except for a few scrabby trees,
would be more difficalt. De Max, studying i again from a few hundred
rards north, saw it as “just ancther lump, a brownish incline with a liule
kol on top”

G Company’s remurn ta combat had been hard. After suffering anby two
battle-fatigue casualties during its weeks in the sordy, it lost aine men o
exceptivnatly heav artiilery, mortay, ad smalbarms fire in jos oo duys
in the south. including five killed on the fisn day alone. De Mas hd
Plateon had escaped from one actine andy with the mid of a snoke sexvern,
Bue the company would soon look bick to those pwo days pushing south
1o here as almoss easy going. At least everyone contd still keep track of the
killed and wounsted,

Actually, De Mar was reassigning the funcions of the missing men in his
weakened platosn when the runner mizived with the order to meet with
Licutenant Bair for coordination. De Mar bad wentcight men Jeft of 2
full complement of forte. According te the plan, they would be joined by
ninewen wen sill At for action from dead Bd Ruess's Ist Plawon and be
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supporied by the ok platoon. The hill had to be taken quickly, becaus
its machine guns and mortars were badly chewing up evervihing in sight,
inchading athier companies.

The anks were waiting in » depression not visible from the hill. When
Licutenam Baiv gave platcon Sergeant De Mar and the replacement for
Ed Ruew the plan of attack, they ook the usual precaution of squatting
far enough apart so that ene mortar round couldnt hit them all, They
were eiger to leanis ooe another's names 1o avoid calling oat "Licutenant!”
or Sergeant!"—another way of making themselves prioriyy wrgess for
sipers. The plen wis saightforward: De Mar and his men on the left.
Bair and the reduced Ist Plutoon va the righs, and the toks moving onr
at the same time, while 3 machimegun sectien would give additional fire
support as they advanced.

The nntmmmmdermwdmmthﬂhrmuﬁn"%kﬁ'hﬁgﬁ
and dry.” Tanks were 3 great advantage to the infantry thevsufported. and
the American [ Army had wsily more of them ,y\m'ﬁwjnpmm S2nd
Arary. But enemy fire of such intensity and acedracy turned even the best
American Shermans o a dsnger wo, as tasges for concentrated salvos,
Veterans learned to conwol their fisst instinet to ¢rouch behind them
for protection and o mistrust the false sense of security they provided.
Especially when mutitank guns and other armament zevoed in on their
whistling and clanking, the nstinct of roops at their sides was 1o scramble
s far from them as quickly as possible, leaving them yulnerable to dreaded
Japanese infanirymen with ssichel changes.

Against powerful defenses, therefore, tanks needed the prowetion of
infantrymen as muich as infanrymen necded the extra punch from anks.
De Mar vrged the Hevtenant in command of those four Shermans not o
worry: “We'll stick 1 you like flies on shit” They synchranieed watches,
Jump-oif time would be 1600 hours on a signal from Licurcnan: Bair.

De Mar retwroed w his plawon and gave the word. Final preparnations
were made for the auack. Waiting was a mintature prelanding mbe, the
men hoping the moment would cotne soon and that it never would. De
Mar worried about them, about the steady Japanese fire from both flanks,
and about commmnications because his radio had been knocked out. I
would be nice, he mused, to be somewhere clse, Az 1660 hours, the lead
Sherman's hatch cover closed and it started off with the 3rd Platoon.

It was only minutes w0 the hill, Strring the dimb, De Mar and the
others suddenly saw it was thick with guns. Taok fire had ripped down
camuuflage, rxposing dozens, maybe hundreds, of empl s Bow
showing gun barrels and murzic fashes, They dida ' ver know that some
af the most damaging fire pouring down on them was from other Iills, De
Mar had no time w0 look st anything other than his men, some of whom




Suguer Lo Hitl [ 195

were already down. The anks were being hit just as fast by concealed,
expenily placed mines and antienk guns, Twe were put out of action
almost snoved iaely,

The crest was only 3 few hundred yards away. Hoping audacise would
compensate Tor thedr lack of deception, the twe ptammdmgcd straight
up and reached it hut with o aeechreduced compl nt. Bair spread bis
remaining dozen-odd men bnto shell holes, bue dw]apum fire was so
intense and the Amencan alieady wo diminished dhiat ihe Heutenant, his
radio conyrrications aiso out, sent & man back w report thar G needed
help to hold the summit. Racing and dodging down, that messenger could
see fiude movement among De Mar’s group, which was “gening the helt
bearen out of them.”

Nothing De Mar had scen in combat, Jet alone in films, had prepared
him tor such concenwation of incoming fire. Bt very quickly kilied many
of his men aod left others unable w function s fire wams. Soon only
# handful remained snbit, most prominenty Bair The big, burly first
licutenant was 2 man of few words who, like Ed Ruess, had been among
the noncommisioned ofticers selected for officer training as the Mivines
need for more olficers to replace casualdes grew, He presented a fine
targei—but alwr served as an inspiration 1o the men—as he wied o see
to the wounded and rally e others. He motoeed w De Mars something
about one of the disabled tanke Then he wax violendy spun around
and Do Mar saw a large chunk had beess ripped from Bis upper fog. But
powertil Bair picked up 2 Scaliber light machine gun from alongside
i1 1w dend operatons, threw & bell of ammmunition wver hisshoulder and,
Tike & jobin Wayne characier, baid ot lead in the v's directi e
of the directions, It wasn't long before he ok x second hiy, this time in
the arm cradling his machine gan. The Heurenam contimed producing
covering fire so that some men could crawl to help others who'd been
woinded going up the hill ansl his thied By o the battocks, sent kim
spinning ous of sight,

De Mar quickly threw some grenadesand surted crawling wward Bain
Then be fel as if someane had taken a log from a fice and slaminaed it
with all his might inte bis leg. He went down flat and couldn’t get up.
Still down, he saw one of is Srd Platoon men spring up and bang o
a disabled tank with his rifie, sfier which the crew fired furiously for’
a mument—aganst what looked like “thowsmnds of Japanese coming
at 98" a8 a4 erew member would later put le—until they ran out of
ammunition and escaped theough the tank's emengency hatch. Other
fank crews continued firing although their vehicles were burning, then
leaped out 1o help wounded riflemen.

There was no place anywhere w make 3 sand. Much later; in the sweet
Faxeiry of being alive @ remember, De Mar would quip it was 2 sirustion




	1
	2
	3
	4

