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.?REFACE 

When I learned trom Mtae Agnea C. Norton, the Libni.rian, that no 

formal hietcry had. bee:n wrli:tc. l wel<JOmed the opportunity to do 

re.--roh on o. subjeot which holds more than &cademio interest for 

In gatheM.rlg material tor tho hiatory of: the Libra.ry, I have 

con.eul:ted correspondence_. phot&gra.pha,. the annual reports of the 

I have attempted "to vorlf'y all data through printed aouroes. 

but the in.to~it;r of the Libl"flryta beginnings under private aus-

poeeibl•• I have given exa.ot oita'kion• for information found through 

olue to the original aouroe, tho dates on the ecrapbooks had to be 

used. Fortuna.t.ly I •• able to consult Mrth Louise s. Jordan. the 

founder ot what is now tho F"e Public Library of Tea.neck, fti>~ much 

of the early history whioh bae not appeared 1n print. 

Some material, l'fl.cstly in the form vf statistics and lists of 

ne.mea, ia given in th& appendixes. 
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I am deeply gn:bet'ul to llra. Jordan tor thct inruuable 1nfor­

nat1a she so patieutly supplied through many le>ng interrl.ewa, a.nd 

'be Aroht•ld lf .. Jordan• her huabemd, wbeee intereat 1n this work 

1apelle4 him •o eearoh ce.retully a.n4 painstakingly thl"Ougb. old 

reoorda 1n u attempt to 1uppl.7 ttt. &runren to m;r persistent 

l am especially indebt•d to Mis• Ar,,ntu C. Norton, the 

Libt&riu.• tor hel" unfailing help in supplying materials,, for her 

limt.tl•n pa.tienoe in an..,.l'ing quostiona, and for her eonst&nt 

I also wish to tftank lira. Alioo Cotter, Mrs. Jamila 

augg-eationa. I am also gn.tetul to tisa Cla.l'll Chri.rtena:en. Township 

Clerk of 'htfiuu&ek:, for her help 1n l~ting important data. Tho aid 

of all these people, who g&'\"9 ao tre.1~· of their ttm. and efforts. 

ma.de the writing of. this paper poeai ble .. 

BJ<ooklyn, New York 
Mrly 1954 
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TEANECK, THE M'JDEL COMMUlUTY 

four miles tl"'om the New Jeney end of the George Washington Bridge. 

Teaneck bas l19en de.scribed a.a the tastest gJ'Owing 1"$s!dential com­

munity in Bergen County .. be:rtng grown from a population of 768 in 

1900 to 341000 in 1954.l New tm.nsporte.tion taoilitios such as the 

Bridge• th• West Side RighWay. the Holland and Linooln Tunnels• and 

the eetablishmcmt or many bus Uiuts serving the area. haw oontrl• 

buted. to Teaneu•a phenomtml growth. 

'I'e&.lleck has also dew loped a remark& bl• coll'.ll'nlmi ty spi rl t, as 

shown. b7 its ooneem with good local governmettt and ita Willingness 

to support woJ"thy oultura.l a<rtiTities such as a symphony oroheatra,, 

a tiae eohool system, e.Atl a library that is a real social foree in 

the town. In August 1949 the Army ohose Teaneok from a list of 

tion program. in the oeoupied ao\Uitries in Europe and Alie.. For 

three days photographer Victor Dct Palm phot.ogniphf!d Teaneck ci ti -

sens and oftioials pe.rtieipating in verlous aspeots of community 

life. fhere nre somo sixty-six photographs ta.ken ahowing the 

'.?01t'l'l'1$hip Council in action. citizens expressing their views in. 

1 .. WJ"itera' Program. !lew Jersey. l3e5en CountJ E!!ora.mo.. 
Ha.o~nsack. N. J., The 13$rgen County Boa rd of cfusen reeh<>ldere • 
1941 A P• 113 .. 

1 



p91.le ln:adget hearing•~ u4 ~ people wd.ng libn.ry. achool .. and 

reena<ttoa :taeiliti••· the 1'8SUlting exhibit of photographs, with 

ttlXt am n.pt1oae, 'Wll.S late~ di•playt!td in Japan, the ~ !eland.a, 

and A.uetrl.& ·b)r the Civil Attain Division of the Army.l 

Ia Mpla.S.zdng the ohotee ot Tea.JHtok tor 1ta project in polit­

ieal l"8"'111d.uoa~iQA abro-..t. 'the Al'!lly le.uded the tO'\m "for 1ta tine 

n.m.tu,.1 spl.ri.t a:nd the high qual.iil:y of it• gove1'nment&l seniM" .2 

At tlMJ hee.n •f this nnice la the f..ahip Cotmoil. el&Ot&d every 

year b)' ti. ton'• red4Rt.. 'lhe CoUJ1011 na.mea one of it.a five 

mea:bctn •,,:.r ud hires tbe tlunicipa.l 111.nager, who; as the ohl.et 

exeeu.U.ft'. knpa the ftriou• depa.J'tmfmt• rwm.iag efficS.•ntly. 

!ha publicity given pabllo a.ff'a.ira helptt to keep the quality 

et too gov•rmne11t high. fhe Jmaiolpal Manager publishes au a-n.t:n:1al 

npol"t which ia oombiue<l With the pnpoaed budge-t fo.r tho coming 

yw.r. fbia report ia d.letribttted to every town.ship "8ident. Be­

fore the budget 1& pa.eaed upe.n by the Oouno11 theft ia widespread 

discuaaian. in the local pnsa and at the publio budget ti.M.ring. 

A good index ot T.....-•a attitude toward cultur'al matters 

is the usount epent for ed\108.tion.. o..,.r tif't-y-thn• per cent of 

l • Young, &ma.rd. ~cJ!floy tor expol"'t ~" This 1l'Mk 
•edne (New York) P• 7 November 6, 1949. 

i. S19gttl, K&.lman. "tee.neolc on fiba aa model town." 
The Nw York 1'1.nliee September 22, 1949 p. ia. ool. 2. 



1~ in e4ueation ia en·H.rely e~'tible with the apirit •hovm. 

by a group of Teaneck ~n who ·WO rlca<l. in the frM lending library 

wtdoh one ot them •ta.rted. h. her own hom in 1912. Thia 'fta the 

ti?'at pban ot what la.'ter betM'IM the Pree Public Library of 

Team.ok. tin Jersey. 
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II 

The history ot tho FnM Public Library ot Teaneck gooe back 

to an UllWN&l group ot women YOlunteers. a. llll'&ll private coll•ction 

ot boob 1n a lady's atm p&rlor. and e.n unuod elave oa.bin. It 1a 

to hie eiatin••••iti-law, Mrs .. AJ'ChU:ald N .. Jordan. Theff boob, hotlffd 

in ifr•. Jordan'• aun pa.rlor.1 'bff&me the nucleus o~ a aall lending 

libncy, beoa.uae e~r-old JobJ:my Imho:f.f1 who lived noa.rby on 

Elm 1'•fl"l.ce, 2 v:taited. Mrs. Jordan oftlen. She would. read to him trom 

the noey boob that bad b9ft her OCl oh1l<lh<>od .f'awritee. Soon 

Jo:tu:uq borrowd booka from •rs. Jorda.n., and then brought hie friends 

to borrow tha too. Finally Mrti. Jordan dooided. to lend her books 

to the p!U"ents ot the neighborhood children fl.8 •ll. 

Mrs. Jordan aoon tound that her oollect1on waa inadequate t.o 

l. Mr1t. Jordan Uve4 at 126 Weat Englewood A'ft?lue. 

2. ltia ad.dreea waa 1:552 Elm terrace.. In 1922 the name of 
the at:ree:t was ~htutged to Lau:rel Terrao. .. 



aeld.ng tor :lnformatio-n on how ~o Moure booke on loan ff'OJit the state 

IJ.bn.ey. F.rom MS.a• Askew ahe learned the dete..ile of tru. prooedu.N 

tor mt1ng up a depod t atatioa bl her C;)W'l'l home. Thie involved 

getting the endo:rHmem.t of ten property ollnera.. She obtained these 

ten •lpaturoa and •• thereupolt -..d trustee of the books on loan 

rrui the fta.te Library. 

ltl.ea Aekew sent. p1"9pl14_, f'itty books at a. time, which eould 

be kept toF cdx weeks e.nd. theu returned in exeM.nge for a new ship­

ment. Aa the booka had t(j} be hauled lack and t-ort;h betWen the 

ft.il?'O$d station and Mn. Jol'dan'a home• Harry VeEntee, e. looa.l 

dna.ynLn• us-4 hi.a aprl:ng wagon to make these deliverlee regularly. 

Be ooatinued this voluntary serrle¢ for over five years, ceasing 

only 'fthen total blindneaa M.ne.lly disabled him. 

Ae the sun parlor; beO&l'M too smll tor the growing number 

of reader&. the oolleetion •• moved in 1915 to a oandy store 011 the 

' comer of We•t Englewood Awnue and station street• now Palisade 

Avenue. Larger shipmen.ta ot books from Trenton tor the inormusing 

eireult.tion ade more help neoesary. Mrs. John Holder, Mn-. Fa:any 

Schultz, Mrs. Battie Quackenbush. Mn. John Caddy, and other inter­

•eted neighbon h.fJlped Mrs .. Jordan circulate the books. Later,. 

other W'dmen, recruited by Mr's. Jordan f':mm the membenhip ot the 

Women's Political Union• a. lO<MJ.l orgtUlizt.tion fighting tor women.ta 

auttra.ge, contributed their services. In the time the lending 

lib:re.ry functioned, it set a Nmarlmble record for borrewer 



I 

cing, was rapidly vrearing out and the :~ned 1.'o :r new ooo.k:s w<is uecorn-

fo;;ly apparent. '.l'he b.diea had been considering: the purchnae of 

the property at 1279 'l'eaneck Foco1.d, o.n which stood an old ca1Jir, 

1270 1'eaneek ~ad. 

slave house. 'l'hc Vlf),S to apply to the :ull price of the p:rop• 

to <·ither interested buyers. neanwhile the Iv.dies lmd throe nonths 

____________ ... __ .._.,_ ...... _~-·- .. ~---,--·-,-.... ,., ... --------·-"'---
1. 'l'aylor, /ildred Keoe;h. 

, • J • , Tho Town• 1~ ;,1 .. p. 203 • 
The hiiJtor,r of Toaneok. 
_......., __ ,_... $ ----~--

'l'yped. 
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On April 17 • 1923,. th• Aasociat1on &pplied to the rT&nklin 

Sooie'by of New York,. fof' the morbga.ge loan,. wbiob •e secured by 

th& endoraement of three memben' husband.a,, Meesra. Greenlaw. 

Jordan• a.nd Smaple. Even bof'"oJ"$ ~hey took title they won allowed 

ilo m&lle full use ot the building .. Accordingly the ladies went ahead 

t<> ma.a tlw building ready tor Ubra.ry service. tn the spirit or 

the wlusteer wo,rk ..mioh bad oharaoteria•d ~he li bra.ey enterpriM 

from 111• ina..ption, Oa.rl ll"ru.cke• looal earpenter,, volunteeNd to 

repdl' the ca.bin,. and gaff the Aeeoo1ation unlimited time to pay 

tor tti. materials. When tlut repa..irs were finished,. the ladies ap«it 

three &lye thoroughly olea.ning the p1"6mi•••• and opened the building 

for libaey aemce cm n.corat1on Day,, 1925. 

TM Ta.nook Library Alhlt>01at1on took title to the property 

at 1279 Tea.neck Road en July 22, 1923. The property wae deeded to 

Mia• •tto SOO'bt, one ot the m.emben• who held it in trust for the 

Aa:eociation. To meet the monthly pa.ymonta of $18 on the building 

loan, the la.diet of the IA. bnu7 Aasooiation redoubled their be.k1ng 

and cooking aetirlti••• toured the town on oeoaaion in a decorated 

wagon. and aold their pi••• ealm-a • and bread. Mn. Ella Sob~ 

and Ml.ea Seotit lent th-eir bowts for tund-n.ising th4s da.rumnte. 

a t&tthiona.ble diversion or the 'bwentie-e. 

Whilo tho libJ"l!U'Y waa operating in the renovated slave· oa.bin• 

real est&tft •lues were rising. bo•u.ee of improved tre.naportation 

1 
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tac111id.ee and wl•t baa bMa oallftd 'l.J.ihe wburl:an tftnd." .1 A.a a 

reault. the ladies sold the pnperty. after tbfte y«mn. for $17 ,ooo,, 

to Edward liaque, 'Who built a filling atation on it,, whioh &till oc­

cuptea the atte. the sal•• ftlch ft-S co.mpleted o.n July 24. 1925. 

g&.ft 'bhe ladi•• the enorn>ua prof'1.t etf ne.ooo with which to re&l-

11• their dream ot a. :f'ne public l1 bn.ry und•l" the township• a aus· 

piettth the directors of the Libn.ry ASH¢i&tion, ll'ttlorp<>:ruted. 

o.ftel'94 the $1.SaOOO to t:he T'eanefi: Towntd:dp Committee. to b& used 

tor the erection ot a mnioip.lly support•d tree public library .. 

S1rioe publio nain~oe ot the library wae involved, the 

township itael:f' wa.e polled by refenm4:wn. on Februtu•y 14,, 1927, 

'lriJ.ea tM electorate •eoe:pted the girt And tru. o1vio responsibility 

that went with it.2 The Fl'M Fuhlie Llhre.ry et ?ea.neck was organ­

:hed under mnioipal ocmtl"Ol on •rch 8, 1927 •3 

The nt!'erendum &'IJ'thorlnd the township sp&oif1callyi l) to 

erect a $20,000 building on the ...,..n"'llcre muniolpa.l plot, e.nd 

· 2) te allot an additi&nal ~5~00 annually ror :mtd.ntene.no•.4 The 

a. Taylor. op. ei'• P• 206. 

3. Tee.aeok• I. J. Free Public Library. Boe.rd ot tnurteea. 
Mlnutff ot the Boa.i;i of fl"Uatees of the Fl"M Publio Libnrz 1~ 
feaneClt. 1927•1929. p. i. Typed. 

4:. "Teaneok votes in. tavor of library." (In 'l'eaneok., M •• r .. 
Free f"u'blio Libre.ey. •1Serapbook." [l9!7-19S6] p. [1041) 

a 



:ref'e1"'imdum fu.rt:ber prodded that although the bttU.d.ing waa to b6 

mmdolpally 01llM4,, a Bo&l"d 01" ltln&gera consisting ot elewn members 

ahGuld be napon.aible tor the U.bnu7. Thie Board. ot Managers na 

to oouht ot ti 'ft tructtlefh t& be ·mmad by t-be I . .i brary Aoaooiation. 

pluti the- t1Vfl members of tl'Mt Towna-hip Comittee t.nd. 01W member of 

the lo.cal BoaM of Educe:ticm .1 

1. Ibid. -

• 
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the .fiw oJ'igi:na.l msmben ot the Boa.rd of Trustees were e.p­

pointetl tor tenns wrying :f'rom one to ti ve yee.n. This device mde 

it possible to pre:sarve the <Jont!.mdty of the Boa.rd, so that as one 

ntemb'JH"* a term exp:1 red a new person was appointed in her place to 

aeJ"'ii'e a full rive~r tem. The five la.dies were; Miss Matte 

Soott• O"ne yea.rt Jfra. Irene Th&.ckwell .. two yea.rs J Mrs. Georgianna 

R. GN811law. three years; Mrs .. Louise s. Jordan, four yea.rs t and 

Mrs. Margaret Hawkey, five years. .Mrs. Jordan was eleoted president, 

M1"'S. G ... nl&.:w secretary, and Mrs .. Hawkey treaeurer.l 

Among !ts first a.ots at the organisation meet1Dg on •rch e, 

1921, ns the turning <rver to the Township of the $:15,tOOO profit 

f'rom the a.ale or the slave house property-$5,000 in. ea.sh and a 

$10 ,.000 mortgage. 2 An aooount was ope21$d in 'the Palisades T r\urt 

·· and Guaranty Company in Englewood.,. in the name of the "Trustees of' 

the Fne Public Li bra.ey of the Township of 'l'e&.n&ok: in the County of 

Bergen" .s 

The method of handling l1 brary funds illustrates the genuine 

l. Teaneck,. N. J. Free Public Library. Annual reP!?J't.• 
1927. P• [l] Typed. 

2. Teaneck, N. J,, Free P'Ublio Library. Board of truste&s. 
!!.~ii!~ ... ~R· cit... 1927•1929. P• 2. 

3. Ibid.· P• l. -
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attain. The treasurer of the brd was bond.ad and the Boe.rd budg• 

et l!.nd.ted to the amount et tho annual appropriation by the to"Wnthip 

for ltbft.ry purposes.. PiabuNG!llmlts from the Trustees t account were 

to be ade on resolutie>n ot the Boa.rd of Trustees by oheok signed 

by ti. treasurer and th• pMd.dent. The Towaahip T:rttaaure:r kept a 

dupl1oate set of rieeords .. 1 

Present pra~tiee !.s aomearh&.t different and more centralized. 

Bill• are signed. by the Librari.tu1 and the Library Boe.rd treasurer, 

and sent to the Township Treaau.nr, who pays them. Ea.oh month s. 

report of expenditures 1e p1"9•ented to the Library lbard. The only­

money bamled dintctly by th& Libra.rl.an or Library Board oomes :from 

fines, lllhich a.re turned owr to the tO'l!lrulhip. The state Auditor 

e.udita the Lib.ra.ey account a.a part of th-e municipal a.ooounts. 

Tbs Libl'lfl:rian submtts the 'budget appropriation through the 

LibJ"aey Boa.rd to the Tow.uhip Council• Whiah mu.st approve it. 

Every year the proposed budg&t for the entire township is published 

in .tull with the Municipal il&nager's Eeport and distributed to 

every resident in e.m.ple time tor o.oneid~u·ation and publie d1soua• 

eion &t a ,,.ll•advortised public i:iudg~t hearing. 

l. Tea.neolci ?l • J • Free Public Li 'br&ey • Doe.rd of tru1Jtees • 
law• ot the trust$G8 of the Free Pub11o Li bra of the Town!Jhi 

of Te&ne , ... ~he County o Be$et1.. 9 p. 4 '?yped. 

ll 



the 4ewlopment of '.tM.l'l&ok,. ef "uree. The modest budget of ~5,,000 

in 1&27 is i:ruipifica.nt oompu·ti~d with the one tor 19641 

June 14th U~!'ll 

Coal 16 tone, &pprox. 
Ubn.rlan 
Janitor 
catalogue, o&rda & [rie J 
Boob -
Gen.•rtll expenses 

TOTAL 

D. LIDARY 

Sal.Ad ea 
and 

Wa.g~s 

l. U.bre.rlaas &nd Clerk• 
i. Jt.rd.ton 
S. Bffke11 Period.ieala. V1o-trola 

boord• & &nd.1.-
'· H•t. Light, feloptw.ne, Water 
5,. SuppU••• Poetap • Oonw:ation 
6 .. IM-pairs & ~uipment 
7. other Expmua 

I 

$ tlO 
a,ooo 

100 
1.,000 
l,,000 

750 
• K.ms5 

12,,100 
4.eoo 
s.1so 
4,000 

400 
2i,&R> 

It is no u.nderata.tem&at t.O a.y that Ubn.ey ooeta haw 

ohangedt 

1. 'f~ck. I. J. Free Public L1b1'8.ry. Board ot trustees. 
Ml.D,Ut•1 ... o;e. oit,. 192'7-19%9. P• lS. 

2. Teaneok,, 1. J. 'fhe 1nesed 19!4. ~et to,etbAtr ~th 
tn. ~oipl *-;•r'• re,er:t· teatMaC'k, i. J., ?ileown, 1964. 
P• 2 • 
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l'ven before the '1.'~p a.ooepted ntapons1b1Ut;r for the 

fi~ support of the library, the~ int.erested in tM u· 

pm.ala o~ llbr&ey aemce-s had asked .Mr,. Fredor:tck 'l'. Wc.rner. 

a.reld:t.na to draw up, at hie regular fee_. pla.na tor a li'bn.ry 

builti..ag to con 320.000,. Thia vm.a in anticipation of tlw Town­

ship' a a00ttpta.nce ef th.e Library Aseooiati<1ua•a proposal. When. the 

tow.ahf.p d1d. e.ooept and the rehnndum we.s held. !ir. W&mer offered 

.further ottel"Gd the donation of his pro.f'esnonal aervioea in the 

.upemslon of the oonri.ructian ot the building. Doth otters were 

gn.t$hlly acH:pt«td...,l 

fhe pl&tt.B oall&d tor e. two•etol'Y brl.ek building. to be 

enoted on a plot 20' x 3!' .a The Colonial style ef arohiteeture 

blended very well with the nearby munieipal buildings. 

The $20.000 f'und tor thi• building•• nt up un.d•r Ordl­

nanoe 366 on 119.J"Oh 29• 19%7 .. Following tM uaual procedure, the 

tomiahip al.led fer oonatNotion bids through ad""Ut1eements 1.n 

1. Teaneok,, N. J. Free P\Jblio L1br&ry. Annual !'!i!rt• 
1927. P• ( 2] . 
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the looal newspa:pen,., Contra.eta: were aigned on April 2s. 1927 and 

gJ:"Olmd was broken early in 11Ly .. , 

WbilA the building •• going up, the li bnu7 ladies were not 

idle t they were attending to the d•taib of equipping e.n.d stamng 

the libary. During August they were shopping for library furni­

ture., and their OGJ'ftspondenoe attests to their oe.:retulnoss in se• 

leottng the highest quality and the irost appropriate in furnishings. 

The selection of a Librarian was the next task.. Miss -Y Garton, 

f'cftl:IE!l"ly of th4'1 Hhrary at Bridgeto-n, New Jan<Jy, was engaged, with 

Mrs. Ethel Ward,, who is atill With the l1br•u7, to help on a part­

time baois .. 

In 'November 1927, though there was still plastering, paint­

ing, and the insta.lling of f1.xtn1rea going on• Miss C-a.rton began 

worldng in thfJ 'building to ooonplete tho preparations for library 

service. Finally, on Sunday, lfovem.oor ro,, the new library building 

, 1RUJ fo.J"Dally dedicated• 

The prognun for the dedication eeremoniea was indioative of 

the pride the township had in its new library.. The members 'Of' the 

Boo.rd of Tru.stees and of th9 Library Assooiation were the hostesses 

to sew:re.l hundred people• who "rv tree.ted to music and refresh­

ments. Mrs. Fre.nklin Gaylord., w.lfe of' a prominent Teaneck minister., 

wae the principal speaker. She recounted the en:tire history 'ot the 

l:t brary moftment 1n Tea.neck up to the moment of the dedication. 

14 



lira. dol"dan preaid•4.l 

Soon after th• ded1oa.ticm of the building the Trustees and 

the Llbftrian e.rnmged a.nd ahelwd the books in e.ntieipa.tion ot the 

opening 48.y. The oil"Oult.tioa ot boob began on December l 5, 192.7. 2 

the newly ereoted 'build.:lng na opened tor s•rvio• to tho publio. 

Thi• ta.et alone underacorea the praetical buein-eaa ability of the 

group tha't had been kn01m •• 'the Libl'flry Aaeooiatiou. 

The public Napone w.a ao eager that imrnodiately the Library 

.Boa.rd a.sked tor e. special appropriation or $20.000 to buy s.ooo 

boob. Thct Tolmahip felt. bowewr~ ths.t it could gftnt only $.5,.000. 

To their to-rmal aooeptanoe ot this a.mount. the truat.!HJa added. these 

pnphetio word.a• 

We tru•t that as flt.oh,._ .. _ p&•••• the Township will realize 
:more and •re the· beaetlta deri.ttd t:rom. a tine l1 brary in 
'bhe Town 8.nd 11'111 ae n.pUl7 ae poaaible appropriate f'u:nd.a 
ntt1o1ent to make it poaeiblo to e.tta.in a Ubn.ry that will 
OOllJl&re ta.vorably 'With or be euperlor to tho3e ot adjacent 
tcmna.1 

l. "tmpreaaiw program at opening of th• n.ew libney. u 

(In Teaneck._ N. J.. Free l\tblic Li bra.ry. ttsora.pbook." (19 27-1936] 
P• [1031) 

2. t-.nook. W. J. me hbl1o Library. A.1.1.m1al MJ?!Z"t .. 
1927. P• 4. 

s. Ibid. P• 5. -
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As oiro-ulation f'lgurN continued to grow a.nd the number of 

bol"l"Onra 1noreaaed. the n.-4 tor m:ilarging the library• s plant be• 

l1c1ty in the town's newspapen. The publicity wae gentle in tone 

y&t eoi1:rl.aebtg. That there ws.e no overstating of the need is shown 

in a mnr•pa.per clipping of July 19301 

fke Li bral")" ia new comto-rit& bly-ooaily-h.oueed in a atrik­
i.ngly impnsai n btd.lcUng near tba Municipal Building. This 
e'bnoturo can be 'winged.• at. any time J there ie ample room 
fof' !t. It would seem f1"0m Miaa Norton'• report that the 
o~ qu11u•bera a.re now bulging. that the LS.hftry 1• ex• 
periee!ag gnwing palu with deands that it haft J1tOre room 
in wbioh to nNt"Ob 11inlt. No hin't or that ia gi van in the 
report 1tPlf J the eonclusion comea MJ"ely after reading the 
!'1gurea and noting the gl"O'Wtb. in the use of the L1brary.l 

were their own exper:lea.a within the library. They were orowd.ed 

by other J."Md:era a.a tM7 seleet.ed thair boolca and they queued up in 

a. long Un• to ba'V'e their books ohe. rged.. The mea.aurea taken to 

all•viate t.he situation were eloqwmt.. In an attempt to remedy th6 

erowrhd oon41t1on•• t~ libn.ry hours were incftl&aed. ti1"'9t from. 

tnl:rtrseven to twenty-nine.. 'two yea.ra later. :ln Septembttr 1932., 

l. -Orowth 1n library use." (In Tee.aeck. N. J. Fro• Publio 
Li bn.ry. "Scrapbook." [1927•1936] P• [ 21 J) 
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twelve more morning houra were. added to the library's lf'&ekly eehed­

ule in the hope that some ad.ult, readers would use 'the library in 

the morning• and thlle :reUeft t;be overcrowding in the attomoons 

and ~nga. The iut&llation ot :more boekstaoke partially pro­

ridM •a additional book epaoie nffd•d. 

had only fn)m ose-foul"'bh to oar-half the book stock desorl bed as 

re&ll\'m&bl:y Adequate, the einulatian •• very eloee to the ideal 

p:rovlde a.n adul~•· reading room. ohildren'a room. and a nferenee 

. room.1 It waa not until 1982, howe.,..r, tha:t the n.ret concrete 

proposal tor an building a.a preaented when lira. Jordan. preeident 

of the mm.non Sohool Parent TeaOhe:ra' Association, requested thA'h 

theae 'Winge be built.2 

1. iiebl.rging politics. U br&ey trustees file reaignatione .. r. a.f!!i ~nts ieoord (a..onnn.ek, w. J .) Mlnh 19 .. 1930 p. i2. 
oc • • , 

2. ~council conaid•1"8 plae. tor addition to public library." 
(In Tea.neck• N. J. Froe Publio Library. "Serapboolc:.n (1927•1936) 
P• [ 46)) 
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In Mt.y 1932 it•• nported that tM Township Council had 

pa.and a resolution endoning th!• addition. The r.aolution asked 

the Sta:t• D1reetor of Uneaplo,._t Relief for t10.ooo 1n reli•t 

ftmda to finance the l1b1'&17 building progJ"IUA.l Ano'ther Pl'A group. 

trom the lfhittd.e:r School. began an oppoaition movement. on the 

gJ'Otm41 that addition• to the existing eletaent&17 aohoole were mon 

neoeaaary.1 An 1atenfte4 pannt hom. tlw Bmeraen Sohool group 

eo"Ud•N4 that wi'thouil th• addition• tu Li bra.ry oould not function 

even it are ~7 were- appftpriated tor boob. She f"Urther ad­

vanoed the a.rgument tha.t now aterl.ala and labor nre eheap J and 

that"*"• We.m•r•• plan•• ottered free. eonatituWd e. great •'Ving 

to the '°1m.ship.s 

At this point the pl.ans f'or expansion we:re checked in a man• 

ner whtoh ul.thu.tely proved ftey tortunat•. The ur.temployment re­

lier f\mde or ~ ,ooo whtoh might have been applied to the library 

_ addition 'MIU• n:hatta'ted in conArtruoting a high aohool eta.di um. 

A little .,,.. than. a ywar later. in July isn. it waa an­

nowiced. that th& 'l'O'M'UJhip Counoll had endo1"884 !1ft and much moro 

l. "Li bn.ry &441tion ia endoned. by' 40unoil." Berl!! Eftn15 
Reool'd (Backen.au. N. J.) lfa7 4~ 193! p. 9. col.!. 

2. "Parent-tee.eh.er group oppoeea libn.ey wing." (In Teaneok,. 
N. J. F:re• Public Libre.r.y. "Scrapbook... (1927-~936 J P• [ 48 J) 

S. "Fla.YB employee of libft.ry tor wing o:ritiobms.'* (In 
Tea.neck. N .. J.. Free: Public Librwu7. •so.rapboc-k." [1927•1936] 
p. {481) 
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ambttioue plUG dl"tlwn up by ltF. O.Crg• M. Cady, a W•et Englewood 

a.rohiteot.. The onr.:inal plans o:f Mr .. Wamttr. drawn up on a l1Dre 

mouet scale., b&d. called tor two wing• built out f'rom the aides or 

tM origh&l Mldtn.g. TM an plEU18 oalled for two additions, one 

in homlt of the existing buildag. and one at the rear .. which would 

inera• t-1- Ubn.ey•a .,.... tovtold. The rear addition provided 

tor a ohild.:ren.'• mom. iaola'Hd trmn the adult aootion, with large 

windo1re, bltereating aeat:btg &l"l"'ang•meD:ts, a t11"$plaoe. and e. MP"" 

a.raw mtnmee. Jn e.dd1t1on• s:paee •• allott•d for a repair shop. 

a 8'&tf re•t rr>om .. and a. likrp doe'\Dlen:t vault tor township reoorda. 

The :tnat addition pnvided for adult J'9&d.1ng room., reference spa,oe, 

anti bockshel ,,.. all 1u•ound the •lla. Tht& original btl1lding we.a to 

bo001le an open st&ok roon.l 

The appl1oation for a too.coo loan trom the FedtH"&l gon.m­

aent. t4Q,,ooo tor the bull4iag 1tnlt and t10 .. ooo te equip it, -.s 

mde in September 1933. Fonal approva.l ._, not reoei"l1'8d until 

J'an·u.u7 1916. The aterbt period of waiting lm.8 a. time of rutoor, 

micert:a.in.ty, oont'l1oting olatma. and oounterpropoea.la. S.V.?tll 

groupa 1n the 'tt)'fln onoted. the l:lbftry impl"Ovement ti.QaUM they 

felt it would interfere with o-thor town projects. 1.'here was a loan 

app11oa.:t1m pending tor a $GS6.000 addition to tho high aohool, and 

uo~h4n· tol" a nn elUJentary school. to coat #215.000.. Th.e ai)onacra 
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ot theff two pnljoete ~ to f"l that the Federal govemmtmt 

might &J)Fon th• li brar;y lMn and tum doWll the others. 

In the eV&nt that the 11bnLry loan •• donied,, e.n altel"lla• 

tive plan W&IJ propoffd by :tin. Jtu•dan. She suu••ted that the town 

appnpria.te $!~000 to e&tabl1e a retorenoe depe.X"t:Mnt in the high 

aohool 11ht:'a17,, and mp that open evening hours and Saturdays for 

adult•.. The Boa.rd of Education heartily apprewd this pl1u1 .l 

The library loan, thefff'oN. na noti puahed until the school 

loan.a ha.d bun appro-ved.. On Auguat so. 1934-. with the James Ruseell 

Lowll School tmder oonatn.wbion and the high ooho.ol grant unotN.­

oially a.pproiied, the Tom.hip Manager. Paul Vol.eke .. , le.rt for 

ffa•h:tngton with Mr .. Grefmlaw, a. JMtl'J.ber Gf the Library Boo.rd, to 

co.ni"'er with NA official• .a 

'then followed. anoth1'r period ot •iting. Three ioontha 

lll'bel""• 1'ben it nett»d unlikely tha.:t the loan would 'be apPJ"Oved• 

.tr.. LlbN.ey &a.rd suggested an a.lte~te plan. tor- e. non-pernanent 

addition,, to coa'h $10,000. The plan pn>po•ed. adtling two tapore.ry 

i':ra.me wings,, to the right and left of the present building,, to be 

retnoftd at SGJQO time in the tutUJ"e• wmm a pemiuumt structure 

l. "I..lbr&ry .remety lfttuld uee H. s. tor ntaft:roh." (In 
· Taan.ek, I. J. Free Publ1o Li.bft.ry. "sorapbook." [1927•1936] 

p .. f1l)) . 

2. "'Library appeal takes Volobtr to Waehington. « (In 
Teaneck:, N. J. Free Publio Libral"Y• "Serapl.xx>lc." {1927•1936] 
P• [79]) 



Mn. Jordan felt that t~ $10.,000 should bo spent on reference 

books tor the high •ohool llbruy. wheN the children would benefit. 

The .Munlolpa.l Jian&g-er aa ncmoomud.tta.l. Whil• he would not se.;r that 

hope tor tbe loan -.a dead, aor approve the proposals for either the 

tempo#l"y w:lnge tor the library or the high eohool reference libra.ry. 

he dt4 point cut that the dltterenoe 1n mainte:nanoe o:t a tt.nn:porary 

bullting would be only ta.ooo leas than tor a. penm.nent one. He 

ocm.oluMd that the wisest eoune :Might be to erect the entire build­

ing a.a originally planned, even i!' Govermaent a.id ,,.re not a•il• 

a.bl•. A mnth later he _.. ou• ..,..n more etrongly tor the last 

oourae,. but a.dtlaed •1tiq ua~il July l to see if the loan ca?M 

through.2 

there 1f&e hope.. 'l'he loc a.pplloa.tiun was reopened, on the bit.sis or 

, a forty-ti ve per cent grant and e. fitty-.f'i ve per oent loan. Much 

of the credit tor this latest deV\tlopment w1u due to the interven-

like thtJ rest of Bergen County. ia pl"lltdomi.Mntly Republican. a.nd 

the CJOJllll\mity appreciated tho Con.gnaaman's interest. Gratefttl 

1. ''lnON&8G in "8ders alo!t more r'OOD18 11._t library & neoe3"" 
atty.'* {In T4an&•lr:• N. J. Free Public Library. "Scrapbook .. " 
[1927•1936] p. [84)) 

2. "Vololcer •cane library situation but do•s not .reaoh a 
oonolutdon. u (In. Teaneck, N. J. Free Publio Library. "'Sorapboolc." 
[1921•1936J P• [87 J) 

21 



acknowledgment for bis noii.-pe.rtisan lfllpport we.a m.de in th.a .Repub• 

l1ean prEJss.l 

On January 30,, 1936, the Federal government gave .f'ormii.l ap­

proval for a $22,909 grant and a. $28 11000 loan. The funds for the 

constnotion nN sat up by the township und1u• Ordinance '392. The 

tawnebip decided to include,, at its own expense. the. additional 

feature of a $9 ,000 e.u<ti tori.um• seating 200, in the basement of the 

nn tront wtllg.2 

The laying ot th.e oomentone tor the library additions was 

an. important part of the township•• July FoUl"th celebration that 

yeazJ$ and the dedioation oeremomea tor the enlarged library took 

place on Deoember 4, 1936 ia the new basement auditorium. 4 

The new rod brick building with white trim. ba.rmonized 'With 

the arehiteoture of the Town Hall,, combining the b&lt fea.tuNs of 

fine Colonial design with the nrly Dutch influence to be found in 

. the vicinity. 

1. "To Ccngreoama.n Kenney." (In Teaneck,. N. J. Free' Public 
Library. '1Sera.poook/' (19!7•1936] p .. [96]) 

2. "Tawna.hip Cotmetl decides Toa.nook libra17 building vrill 
1nolude auditorium.." Be!Jfm EveniEG Record ( rJaekenaack:, Ir. J • ) 
Ja.nue.l"'!J s. 1938 p. io·. eol. !: · · 

3. "Col"nflntone laid at new Teaneck public library." . 
Borgen E'ftlniS Record, (Haokense.ok,, N. J.) July_ 111. l9SG P• 10" ool. 2. 

4. "200 attend as Tnn~ok dedicates new library.It Be!Jen 
Even15 Record; (fiaokensaok1 N. J •) December 5,. 1936 P• 6, oo! • 4.. 
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wt~hin • tew ,_rs of' tM el"tHrtion of the 1986 addition.. the 

growth of the town•a popule.'bicm and the consequent grst•r demands 

on ~he libn.ry•s aenic&s veAted the need fol" still further exp!l.11""' 

a1on. lneral 1:apol"'tant taetc.ra lade other &441 't1ona 'to the 11 brary 

p:aasiN.•• 11nt. the Anmatl !'!J?!?rt• of' the Libra.t"ian and a constant 

barJ"ap ot good publicity nilan• to the preea had condnently and 

honenl7 1l't.f'ol"JD9<1 the publto ot the problema taoing the library. 

S.OOGli• aoellent libn.ry Mrri.ff bad eduoat.d the residents of the 

tnnahip oonoeming the '9'8.lue or a. good 11 bra "'1 • Finally• when tlw 

libra.17 0.-me so enwded with high aehool atudent• that there -.a 

literally no :room for tho adults W read and 'WOri:: quietly.t tho Med 

tor a &ep&l"at:e retenn• room and tor a speeia.l plaoo for the young 

people. beCl&J'lHt pa1nhlly· appa.ren.t. In the Jtm.ior Boom. too. wbioh 

was Q8ed by childl"en f'ro• the f'int tht"Ough the eighth grade. books 

'were J•-.d tightly into eholves and overtlowed cnte window aills. 

The U lml.ry w.e &ll'lloat bursti».g 1 ta aea.u. 

D1u•ing Wedd Wtu• U • evcm. though she rea.11.zed that building 

'ft.a l!l.Ot po-adble, Mias lfortioa. the Librarian. conatantly kept the 

Med tor- a;pa.n:aion before 't>he publio. Finally,. 1n 1948,, th& tim 

plan.a tf!>r ad.411-ional wings "" aotually draw u;,-, 'Jy George M. 

C&d:r, &nd appro'V'Od by the Truato.ts. .lt the sugg&aticn of' Mias 

Norton,. the U.br&ry J9o.ard oa.lled in Mr. Jam.ea E. Brjian, Assistant 

U.bnui.aa of Xew.rk a.nd apecial1st in library buildings,. as a. 



0&1u11dta.nt.l H• suggested ee'ntnl modifieations in the plans,. some 

or vthich were followed.. Fulfillment of the plans now s:wai ted the 

allocation or f'Unds by the Township Council. 

Conseqoontly. the .A.:mual re22rts for 1949• 1350• and 1951 

oonttnued to speak. with increasing emphasis. of the overcrowded 

eondi tions. In the 1949 report the L:l brarlan stated that the col­

lec'bion. of 41,,000 books was overflowing the thelws .. 2 h 1950 the 

situation ne still more oritloal. It was pointed out that dnoe 

the la.et expansion. in 1936• the population of the town bad in• 

e~sed more than 12.000. By 1951., the Librarian na forced to 

obaerve that unless reli•f cam& within the ~r, no more books 

could be added to the oolleot!ou. The book atook of 421484 volumes 

was placing an even greater strain on libra..ry f'a.oilities. yet the 

American Library Aasooiatio-n•e atandard of two-e.nd""&.-ba.lt books per 

capita -.s not being met.a To cease buying books would mean the 

stagration of the library. as Teaneck had not :reached ita na:dmum 

population .• 

On Aay 61 1952, under 0rdinanoe 956• the Township Council 

a.pproprlated $237 ;000 for the two new win.gs. Bids were opened on 

l. Teaneck• N. J. Free Publio Library .. A.tlslu&l 1'9J?2 rt • 
1948. P• [5] 

2. Ibid. 1949 .. p. [l] -
3. Ibid. 1951. p. (l J -



May '1!1. and eontmcta were let w! thin a month. Ground wa.s broken 

in Jttrut, and within e. year_, in the $1l!Il.1'00r of 1953, the oonstruotion 

wru oompleted .l 
The new library additions oonsiat of' two one•story wings, 

·v\ <;; { 

each~· x 59t • oenneoted. to th• nol"th and south ends of the exist• 

ing 'bll1ldin.ga. The new wings, like the reet of the 11 bi1u-y,. conform 

to the n.me attra.otive Colonial style of arohiteoture as the other 

·mlltd~ipal buildings at Teaneck Road and Cedar Lane. 

The south wing contains the mm Junior Room.,. for children 

from pre-mohool age through the eighth grade. A foyer leads direot• 

ly to the downstairs auditorium and a 811.'All kitohen under the child• 

ren's wing. The old Jttaio.r R&om n.s renoftted to provide the Li• 

bn.rian•s officte.t several other offioes. and work apace. 

The north wing oont:ains the Ree.din.I!; and Reterenee Room. 

:Mudo Room, with sound boetha 1 and a new staok P.oom il'lmlediately be• 

. low the new Rea.ding and Reference Room. The old stack Room was 

oonverted into the Youag Ad.ult Room, wherc;i young people my read,. 

atud.y, eTen oonverse,, without disturbing their elders.. Tho two 

courts formed by the new a.dditioias we:re land.soaped and serve a.s 

outdoor reading rooms during plnsant weathel', and tb. aite for 

ohildren•s story h!'Jurs in the summer.2 

1. 'l'e&ll$ok_. N. J. Free Publio Li bra.ey. Ar.mual report. 
1953. P• (l] 
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th• JW'Jior Room and. O&ta.l~ging Room wen the first to be 

opened, on July l, 1953. For two 'Weeks, between August 24 and 

September 9,. th• adult s&etion w1u closed while 4-0.000 booka nre 

:moved fl"!>m the old stack Room1 the nmv Young Ad.ult Room furnished 

and. tw.tdeo'Or&.ted~ and the off'iee apace reorganised. Additional 

tum!.tttre and equipment for 1:he lllaic Room arrived and were in­

stalled d.urlng the next thne months. Open House for the completely 

ren0vate4 library •s held December 5, 1953.l 

l. Tean<'ok, N. J.. Free Public Library. Annu&.l NI?!rt• 
1953. p. [4] 
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Ill gl"OWing rrom ite ~ ~s 1a a etul parlor with 

two~ boob.to ita p:l"eaet ~cal plan~ housing S0,922 

boo.ka.1 the Ubra17 ha.a ~ h tu oompledty of its arga.niza­

tion. fhe .... ra.1 function• ot a 11 brary t-4 to become department.• 

4NlO-h omitributing to a •P"1t1• usefnlneaa eit.her to a. typo of 

J'AUr or to a 1"54er•s ep1tcial purpo84h Eepeoially te this true 

'When the libraey ia large enough to have a Mpara.te Junior Room, 

Yr>ung Adult Room,. Reading ud Reterenoe B'.oo•~ and Music ~m, as 

'llw .Ml.in Readiag Boo• and the new' stack Room oontahl. all the 

books that compri.ee tho oiroW.a.ting eolleotion tor adults. Since 

at:moephtn• tor th9 net ot the library. The 1mmediate e.ti"eet ia 

one 0;t gna.t oia,..,.. dignity. and M.w•rfulneea. tt ia a. large two• 

atorled l"ooa, maauring 6$• x 12' • l1 t by .lill:tUly high aem1-o1roul.ar 

h•<hd. 1d.ndowa. 1rhe Colonial btd'f•colored walls an.d i voey ~rk 

l. 'i'ee.neok, Ji. J • Free Publ1 o Li 'bra ry. Apnual .~~rt • 
1951. P• [10 J 



-.let an •~llont baokg,round tar the foul" oelortul mtU"als running 

the__. Md.pt ae t~ ~. on the north. wet. and south wa.lls. 

fhoff l'Ml1"alth J]lllbrbed ill 19$8 by Mr. Robert l&rtin, who -· 

empleye« by the Feden.l An Proj•ct, depict tho evolution ot print• 

ing.l They oona1at of fem- pil!l•ls shetring the early manua.or!pt 

wn:tbg done by the monk&• ~- Gutu~rg prtHS11• early Colonial 

prlaid.ngt and modem ~ing .. 

~ob lin• the •lla and a.re tluah 1ld. th them. The 

la!'ge etroulatmg d.o•lt_. 1d.th ite. Gaylord charging naohine, is in 

the otmU-r- ot the room.. At the south end ot the ro.om is a. handaomo 

mal"bl••f&oed fireplace O.ton whf.oh tM:re i• an inf-ot"!Ml grouping 

or "4 l•ther ohain and. mahogany Ut.ble-a. This area is Mt of't 

b'om the charging dnk by a lw 1 'lr&f'T'"'p&1nted bookat&ek containing 

period.icala. Near the door is a large diql&y area, whoae oolo~l 

and tblely ezhibtts are ~ i'~tly. 

On the other aid• of the dealt there ia the catalog, another 

fireplace, more mhogany tal;>lea and Chippendale eb&1re. There are 

ueally ••es of freah flown. that contribute to the geneni..l at• 

mo11~re,, 1'hich is a auonaatul blend of dignity, charm., and 

Madly •mth. 

The M!Un Reading Room heuna the COllllplete collection er fine 

1. Tea.neck,. 11. J. Free Public Library. Almual ntP,?l"t• 
1938. ,.. [" J 



arta Ul4 travel. The" is a In Books section. including recently 

publiehed tietion a.Ad. noa""flet1on, which is also in this room. The 

l:aanwmt staok Doom eontatu t~ remainder ot the Adult Circulating 

Colleot1on,, Which oonsirta ot all the fiction. all the non•fiction 

ezoepb tine arts and tn:vel. and a group or approximtely two bun• 

d.H4 foreign books .. 

The exoollen.t Adult Ciroulating Collection repreffnts a wide 

•riety of intereats and ia nll au1 ted to the cha.noter a.nd. needs 

or the eommunity. Thtt taltea of a large group of serious :rea.den 

an reflected in the more than adequate representation of books on 

litel'llry and cultural s\tbjena. 1'ht!n"& are alao well stocked see• 

tions on ineuranoe, ealemnanship, a.at1ques. art;• rJhild psychology• 

home repair., meehanioal clrawing,, and oivil engineering. These cat• 

egories are illdioative of the intoreeta af the composite Teaneck 

ree:1detrt. w.ho is a tll1rly p:rosperoua home O"Wru>r• p!'Oud of home a.nd 

lawn,. intelligently curious about pre.ctical mtters, and nth enough 

leisul"& to read good books and tt> follow one or more hGbbies. 

As times have ohe.nged, the oharaotar of the. aolleotion has 

eh&nged .. to met the val'y1.ag needs of the comi:raud.ty. During World 

War II there•• e. great d.eand tor t_.,hnioal books. to help un• 

trained people qualify for work in defense industry. There were 

ma..ny ea.Us for books on. foreign attaire, and tor those ginnt:: per­

sonal nr experienoea.. The library was teying ~o help people in 

their eftorb to understst.nd the problems inwlved in pernnnent world 
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pea.oe. Ae deands in the poe;t._,. pedod abttted to book• on voca• 

tions, home decoration• pon"'"Wa.r planrdugt and booa on business,, 

the li'brary al.wa.ya reapon4e4 'b7 the aeleotion of suitable books. 

TM o.irottlattng ool.leotlon•a strength 1n Uten:tmn, history, 

I and eeonomloa it pa.ntoularly helpful. to the l!IUlY college students 

~,;,::, who 11• 1n Teaneck. They atwnd such colleges aa Rntgen Univer-

aity. Columbia Univemt}', The College of the City of' !few York, 

Fol'dl'aa 1Jni"flJni't~y. and Fal:rleigh-Diokinaon College. It spee.lta 

well tor the colleotion'a tMtequacy that these students find many 

ot the t:ado booka and aaaigned rn.dinga which they need in the 

· llbary. 

The uw a...ding al1d ieferenoe Boom now provides a. separate 

place tor reterenoe eeniee and tor those peoplG who wish to study 

or l'ft.d. 1n a quiet atmosphere. This l"Oom, which ia in the north 

wing, is 2s• x es•. One enten it through a small attractive c-or-

r.l.dor leading f':room the a.in Reading Room. Again• the d6oor here 

empba•iaes dignity and brightneaa. The walls a.H painted a pale 

yellows booketaoks and ~rk al"G elephant gray.. There are large 

mhogany J"9ad.ing tables and oomforte.ble Chippendale ebairs. Gold 

eolof'ed lamps on the tables provide excellent reading light. 

At ea.db end of the room is a large l:ay window• in front ot 

whieh is a turquoise leather sore., t'lank&d. by ahrlmp-eolored leather 
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chain. TheN ia & b&ndaoa m&hep;n.'1' de•k tor the Beh.t1'$nce Libn.r­

taa 1a 11he m1441• ot 1;.he roe.. In. the. aollthea.st comer r::tt the 

l.-4tng n4 leferenoe !bom stand. iJhe steel filint cab!Mta that 

hold ttw J\uaphlet 11le. 

fb.e lfa!"eNn• Colleetion ta good, containing pra.etioally all 

t:be material• tha'tJ might be 8quil"ed of a. library this Bits•. It 

baa ,row4 Mlequate fol"' the relfl'ence needs ot a. large_. 1ntelleottr 

ally nft.oua bod)r or ,..an. theft 1• a.a exoellent fk>lleeticn ot 

bualn••• books tor reference. TM !eaneek Pu.bl.lo Libntry 1a the 

only one tn .serge Oollllt:y 'that aubeen 'bN to ~ody' a., a buaineea 

sel"'IJ'ioe that suppliea va.lua'.bl• bttomatie to hwl:lneea men on in­

n~•• •nld.ag• :Lnd.uatry, a.ad a.grloultun.. ~~· nJt!mr 

ot J.metioen Miiuta.etunrs, &lMl 1lhe ~ l•J!!l .1:1~wstcrit.l d.11"l!leto17, 

a.lao n;ppl7 bua!nesa inf•nati011. Tho llbra.ey, by providing 1lheae 

•l•bl• bua!ne•• ntel"6»o. -.wn.a11. HJ"11$e tM business people 

not only o~ TtaanAlokt but of the ntin county as well. 

On• or the meat aoti w. nd 11 vel7 plaCMa in the li oral")" 1• 

thft Junior Roo!a. It oooup1e1 the entire aou'th wbtg., 2a• x 85' • and 

houna eh114ren*e books to suit the ta.tee et youngsters rrom pre· 

aehool &g• through tm eigltbh gta.4e. It 1• a PY• informal room. 

with knotty pine 'W'OOdwork, appl• gl"Mn •lla 1 and Colonial turnish-

1nga. 1t is divided into two la.rge sections, the ea.at end of the 
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peaM. Al demands in the pon-...r period ahltted to book• on voca.• 

tion•• hont deooration• po~r pla.nmn~h u4 books on business,, 

the U'bft.ry always reapond.84 'b1' the aeleotic:n of suitable books. 

!mt oi.roula.ttng oolleoblon•a strength in Utera1n:tl"9* history, 

I and •.,nod.ea ie pal"bieulat>l.7 helpful to the l'llUl:Y college studente 

~,:;:: 1tbo 1!.Te ln fa.neck. They attend such colleges aa Rntgers Uni ver-

aity. Columb1• TJm:versit)'# The College of the City of' !fft' York, 

Fordlma 1.Jnive-nlty. and Falrleigh ... Diokinaon college. It speaks 

well tor the oollection'1 a41tqU&ey that these students find many 

ot the hudo books and usigned readings whloh they need in the 

. 11 bre.ry. 

The _.. Rieading and lieferenoe Roem now provides a. aepa.n.te 

place tor :reference eeniee and tor those peopl• no wish to study 

or ree.d in a quiet atmosphere. Thie t"Oom,. which ia in the north 

wing• 1• 2s• x ss•. One entera it through a small attraoti ve Mr-

1'"1.dor leadi.ng fl"Om. the Jain Rea.ding Room. Again• the dloor here 

empbe.e1aes digni t)" and bri.ghtnesa. ?he .alls are painted a. pale 

Y$llmo bookataclcs and wood.work an olepbant gray. There a.re large 

mahogan7 reading tables and comfortable Chippendale ohairs. Gold 

colored lamps on the tables provide exoellont ?'eflding light. 

At ea.oh end of the room is a large l::ay window• in front ot 

which is a turquoise leather eof'o., fhmlced by ahrimp-oolored leather' 

30 



r 

rooa ••Ming the childt"ft. fnm tn.•oe-uohool age through the sixth 

gftd•• a.nd the west oa:terl:11.g to, the seventh and. eighth gn.ders. 

Tables and chairs -vary in sis• to 1u1t the different age levels. 

Low book eta.eke line the walls, which a.re deoor&ted with many color­

tul pieturea and poateN. '?here is a ma.pain• raok containing ahUd­

ren •• per1od1cala and a at.eel tiling cabinet for pamphlet •terie.L 

The knotty pine oharg!ng de•k facing the entn.noe ha.a an unobatruot• 

ed 'f'iw of th• room. A Gaylord ohe.:rging machine 1• wted. 

fhe eollection ha.a grmm fl"OJll its alight beginnings in 1927 

to its presEmt size, l0,000 books. Th.e 1927 appropriation wae $200 J 

the pre••' appropriation 11 $!,500. Since 1935, when the Junior 

Room was establ.iehe.d aa a. eepLrate depa.rtment, there bu bffn an 

appointed. Jtm.ior L1brar1e.a tm.4 aaaiatan.ta. Book aeleotio-n for thia 

d•partnle.nt, whieh had pnviouly been done by th• Librarle.n, was 

then taken over by the Jl.1ftioit Librarian. 

The oolleotion 1s divided into three parts t books for the 

pre-school ohlldren and grades i. 2, and 31 book:a tor gre.d•e 4, 5 .. 

ud 6J and books tor the Junior High students,. grades 7•8. The 

first group oontaina suitable booka ehoeen :f'rom the Children•& 

catalog and the ALA bookliat. Most of' thee• books e.re 1n app!'O'Md. 

library binding, since they l"e()eive the he.rdest kind ot use. Thia 

eoll•otion 1a in good ci>ndition and attraotivel:y bound. 

The second group eonta.ins titles in fiction,. history, bio"" 

graphy, a.nd aoienoe suitable for this group of ree.ders. tn this 
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group •• in tho third group boob are co vend. with Ple.sti •Kleer 

jaokets. The more durable U.bnu.7 binding is not considered neo~s­

sa.:ry or desirable• since these yoml.g people prefer to carry books 

that look as if they came from a book store. 

In the aeetion :fer a•V"Mth a.ud eighth graders. such adult 

title• aa Anne MorTOW Lindbergh's North to the Orient. J!aurioo 

Ilersog• a ~'!!ma, and Charlette Bronte• s Jane Ee are added to 

gi-ve tMA ehildren an 1nt•rest in good adult literature. Thia no­

tion baa bad i'ta cmn pamphlet tile since Deetm.ber 1953. Th1s :f"Ue 

oonii&ma material from th• Soout organiu.t1ona. and pcunphleta on 

travel, hobbies, and reoreation. It he.s pJ'Oved a valuable souroe 

ot additional refe1"'91lo& material. 

In addition to the aet-.l colleotions, the Junior Department 

baa provided :i:ran7 extra, valuable semoH. Eveey summer tM:re 1.a 

a i111uiation roe.ding club-with an attl"&oti ve titlo such ru Tree.sure 

Huut Rea.ding Club,. iobin Hood Rell.d!ttg Olub,. o?" Junior Cadet Reading 

Club. The Junior Librarian via!.ta the achools ea.ch spring and ad­

iro:ttlM• theae olubs. For those children who complote their allot­

ted reading of ten books per aumm.er. there 1a a party with rerre.sh­

mute and entertainment, in the library auditorium. This 1a only 

ome of the :many aoti vi ties tha.t the Junior Department aponao:rs. 

story hours tor the younger ohildnn have been a f'oature of 

the Junior Depe.rtment since 1938. There a.n two· progra.ma. Sttin7 

Time ia hold 1n the auditorium,. for ehildren 1n the elementary 



scboola. Stories are told u4 t1lme shown. For th& Yery 10ung pra· 

achoctl child there ia Pioture Book Time every W~y morning 

troa 10130 to ll tOO .. 

The Junior Depa.rtment also of'fers semoe to the schools and 

to organised groups auoh as the Girl Scouts. Classes visit the 11 • 

baey tor orlcmbation toun. Girl Scout troops may receive a ape• 

oi&l tallt1 on mending boo-ka • tor eaaple. Thea• acti vi ti ea• plua 

the oonstant output or attn.etive booklists. draw large numbers of 

young people to the Junior F.Gom and keep it a veey busy place. 

In 1958 a group :)f books selected trom. all s•otio-ns or the 

Ubraey a.a specially suite.bl• for yt>ung people we.a eu1sembled and 

pla.eed in a low bookoaa«J in the Milin ~ng Room. Her& they H• 

ma.ined until the 1953 a{tditions made a se~l'\\te Young J .. dult Room 

· poea1ble. Tht1 fcu·mer stack !boml was elea.red of books, which were 

mved to the new oosement stacke. The room _. redeoo rated and 

refurnished. and the Young Adult Colleetion -.a placed there,. 

It ts an attractive- room and most suitably furnished. to ap­

peal to the tastes and oom.f'ort of" you..."lg people. the tooal point of 

the room ta the fireplace. Set in'bo the •ll above the fil"9~aoe 

11 a oolored plaster fresco. done in 192'7 by Hrs. A. d& Loria. 



Norm.n. a. local artist. fldt was donated by W.st M:ttte Scott,, one 

of the ehartel" members of the Li bra.ry Aeaooiation. in memory or 

her aunt,. Mrs. Eveline~ Ce.dd.y1 another member. There are 

gree l•ther armohairs on either side of the f'ireplaoe with nnple 

end tables holding aurrent age.dries. Two large round mple tables 

are in the center of the room. Th4U"e are also tan leather a.rm-

chain and a comfortable gNen leather settee. Xhe Young Adult 

Librarian ha.a a Colonial maple deak in front of' the w:lndows on 

the south -.11. 

Bookstack:s painted dark green line the light green l'le.lls 

and hold a eolleotion or booke oolol'ful in Plasti•Kleer book 

je.oketa. One wall ia devoted to e. large eolleo"tion of college 

eatalogs. Attraotively bound pamphlets are set out on the shelves. 

Thi$ apaoiotl8 room. two stories high, ie only partially 

filled with the 847 books it now holds. The baleony st&eka are 

completely empty,, awa.iting the growth of' this oolleotion;. whiah 

now consists largely of recreational and vocational reading. 

In June 1949 a lending collection of ninety phonograJ'l:1 re• 

oord albtms was added to the library's ret11ou1'Q~~.1 This oolleotion 

l. Tea.neek• N .. J. Free Public Library. Annual ""E!rt• 
1949. p. ,, • 
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was orlglmlly ooused in the work room s.oove the Librarian's 

ottloe. Borrowers were not a.dmittEtd to the aolleetion but ire.do 

their S&lections from a oa:rd cata.log. A p.l.ge would then procure 

the album from the stacks. 

The oollecticn. which comprises 501 albums, is n'JW housed 

in open &tfloks in a mm.ll NOJll otf the southwest wall of the 

Reading and Reference :Room_, ea.lled. the MU&ic 1bom.. Besides the 

records• there are librettos. books and perlodicale on mneio_, 

opera.a, aymphon1es,, and instrumental musio,, with some operetta.a 

and folk musio. 'I'he library's sta.tiatios for 1953 shaw a oirou• 

lation of 4,701 reoord.s, ample evidence of the oolleetion•s 

popularity. 

The .furnishing of the Music !loom owes something to the 

original Library Association. After the Assoo1a:bion wa.s dissolved, 

a. tniall tund :remined on hand to be used in the rutu.1"6 for some 

lib:raey purpose. In 1953 this money, whi.eh had been inirested in 

bonds, amounted to $488.50.. Miss Norton suggested to tM J .. ibrary 

Trustee.s that these funds be used to tumisb the new Mus1e F.oom. 

As a. result a reoord player. table, and some chairs were purchased. 

There a.re aleo seTEire.l mahogany te.blea and eomforta.ble red leather 

ohairs. The walls a.re a light gray; woodwork and stack• are dark 

gn.y. The room. though nall, is attractive. On the snuth all 

bangs a commemorative plaque listing the members of the Libra.ry 
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l. See Appendix B. Te~ of a plaiue. listin~ the membere of 
the Libl"UrfI"saoc1ation,. 
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VI 

SPECIAL .COLLEC'XTJ.'iS 

!he ooll•etions diacuued below a re apeoia.l 1n tho sfmae 

'bh&t they haft an ind1:ri.d:ual ch&rao'ber mrt. a.re not extensive enough 

to oompriff a depu-tment. That they are valuable 1n £11U.ng a spe-

01.tto need is ehown by t.he ooaata.nt use made of tMm by the 

eommmJ.ty. 

Thia group of approx1ately two hundred and fifty books is a 

eolleotion of volumes about Jew Jersey hisw:ry, laws. industry. geo­

g:ra~. eduoe.1d.on, and folklore, ooeupying a. boolaste.ok pl.a.eed di• 

reotly 1n baelc ot tho R.e!'eretuM Libr&rian' a desk. tor quiok and 

oadly s.vailable refentnO'e.. A ainble addition to thi• group came 

. t:rom the estate of' the late Frank tiiorrison, a. loo:a.l attorney and 

atud.&nt of New Je-n:ey history .. 

TEA.NECK COLLECTION 

Information on Teaneek-S.ts government, geography-.. history, 

ordinances, schools, can b& auppliEtd from th$ "'!'eaneak Collec~ion". 

Thie flllltenal oonai•ta or pa•phlets, boeka, nnaP..per clippings,. 

and mimeogra})Md matter.. Although it 1• small. enough te be <»n­

tained in a largo d1-:wer of the Referenoe Librarlan•e desk,. it ia 
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eomple-tie es.e>ugh to meet thou questions that are most frequently 

asked about Teaneok. 

famphl.t•• which &ff kept bl a ul"iee of modern steel oa.bi• 

nets !n -the Bea.ding and hfe1'9noe &oa. are an important resource 

ot the U.braq. The Pamphlet F1le now ooata1na approxin~ly 2.000 

paaphleiJa on 700 wbjeot•. The Annal Nprta, aince 19$7 • when 

th• Putphlet File wa f1n't mentioned• ehGw 'the ate&dy growth of 

thia oolleot1on and an a.•nae•a of its 'l&lue. It 1a <>0natantly 

pointed eut that erMn tlw oaly ••ilable information on a aubjoot 

ia in J*MPhlet tarm.1 

The folders con•!.n.hg this ma.terie.l are new,. with neatly 

typed labels bearing a.p)WOprlate eubjeot headings. There are many 

pamphlets !nm auoh authoritative aori•s a.a the Lite adjustment 

· bookle1'a, Public U'1'a1n E!!'Rhlets. and Editorial reeee.rch reports. 

R.eftn'tly the Pamphlet File 11&.a oomplet.17 r.viaod.. much Gut­

dat.d. -.teral diaoa.rded, and. n.-r .. man tbutly literature added. 

Like tM oth•r oolleotiona._ it ha.a always been ~luenoed. by the 

changing need.a ot the COJl!lt\mi ty. 

l. Tee.neek,, N. J. Fl'ff Public Library. Annual, reJ.?!l"t. 
igs1. p.3. 



there ..... s.500 p1otll:r'ft8i kept in ateel filing ca.bin.eta in 

a room above tlhe Llbn.rlul..•a ott1oe. They a.re neatly mun~ed. on 

U.ghtsnight aa.rdboa.:rd,. with 't~ aubjeot beedinge. The collection 

oonta.lna a wide variety of tlluatrati 'ff me:terla.1, which ~he eomm.u­

nity ha• found J10at u.ae.f'Ul.. As many•• l,100 p1otUl"$S have been 

oil"'Culated in ooe y-..r. 
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VII 

snmAL SERVICES 

The sol"rloea 4iaous"4 below are spee1.a.l in the ae.se that 

they go beyond what might be eooeidend the usual functions of a 

libftl.l"y. The Sehool Libn.ey &ran .. • are a mean• of Pw.ld.ng books 

mere ee.d.ly available t-o youg readers. The other th~ aerrloes. 

tM LeotW"tt s.rs. ... tM ah114"'11 1 a Theatre. and the use of the 

Att41'tor1•1 are iAatu.o•• of tti. library•• willingnoaa to contribute 

ia Bft •YI to the OOli!IN!dty•s oultu?"&l de•lepment. 

Sehool library' bn.nchea. operatctd. ... depoait stations or the 

'fe&Mek Library, provide f'eOre&tioaa.l read.iag, monly fiction. £or 

HOtmd te ai.X'bh gn4eJ"8 • they were 11te.rted in 1930 so that elemen­

tary Hhool cbildron need not: travel te the main 11 bre.ry building 

1n the center of tmm. »Joa. Josephine Gabel wa.a a.ppoinud in 1935 

to take care of the sehaol bt'&a.ohes, suoeeedin.g Mn .. Se.m 'l'Gur, who 

n.s the f'1rat at.ft mem.bor aesiped to this work. 

Mre. Gabel viaita ~oh o.f the aeven ele•ntaey aehoola Mch 

WMk. On tho day the.t ahe OOMS t 1::i the aohool ea.ch elaes is pro• 

g:rL-..4 tor o. twentY""f!l.bJ.ute period with her in the ola.aaroom when 

the bboka are kept. Thia period ie ueod only for book oircult.tion. 
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the 1958 figures show a book: nook of ri.197 and o. circulation of 

LECTURE SERIES 

In 1937•1938 a. sen•• ot tour leotures we.a g1ven in the 

Library auditorlUll. '!'he aubaotiptione we:re limited in m1l'flber to 

250,. the see.ting capacity or the aud.1torlum, and the prloe of eaeh 

subaonptlon., ;2.00. •a 1nttmded to eover the t:toat of the speakers. 

The epee.kera were Dr. Henry c. Lt.nk, psychologistJ William La Varro• 

explorert Gordon s. Enders,, .fonign adviser to the Grand Lama of 

TibotJ and Clifton Fadiman,, book orltio. Ee.oh man epoke on a. topic 

related. to his apeoialty.l 

A aeeond series of four leotui-es n.a giT&n in 1938•1939 under 

the sa.me nott-pl"Ofit arrangement.. Tbie time the speakers were 

plol"erJ George Da.i.ngerriold, literary orit1o a.nd autborJ and Gerald 

Wendt, ao1ent1st.2 

A third aeries,, tor 1939•1940;. lm.S oaneelled. when the main 

speakei- •• prevented fl"O:nl appearing because of illness. Dif'tioul .. 

ties in getting good leoturers during the er years oaused the 

l. "Dr. Link to open lecture series .. " (In Tea.neck, N. J. 
Free Public Libra.ry. ttscra..pbook." [1929•1956] p. [14]} 

2,,., ,.,Bc:n1t~n to open library aeries." (In Tea.neck_, N. J. 
Free Public Library. "Scrapbook.« [1929 ... 1936] p. [ 20]) 
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For six years, starting !n 1944, the Ubrary•s auditorium was 

used to provide the town•• ebildi"en with a. eerlet ot programs known 

as the "Cbildren•s T:hff.-tre•. For the fil"St two yea.l"s of its open.· 

t1.oa the Children's ThntN •• jointly sponsored by the Library Q.nd 

the Parent-Teaohen' Couneil. Atto:r that the Library nanaged the 

program a.lone .. 

Ea.oh series oons1ated of' f'l"Om s-ix to eight peri"or.r.nn&s. 

Animal acte, puppete-era,, and entertainers f70m children'• radio and 

television progre.:ma were pl"Ovided ror the children. at e. nominal toe. 

For the le.et two ~J'S of its existence the program operated a.t a 

def'icit. It 1"8.8 finally ablt.ndoned ln 1950, possibly 'beoauH or 

oompetition trom television. 

T1m AUDITORIUM 

Thia pl-....nt gr&Y"""P&inted room is in the 00.sement, di rootly 

under the Ma.in Reading Room.. The~ is a ate.ge eul"tai.ned in grayll 

a. piano, and 250 folding chairs. Nearby are ldtohen fa.eilities, 

1939. 
l. Te&.neck., N .. J. Free Publio Library. .Annual, MtP!?;rt. 
P• (4) 
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meh ued by tho library and the community. 

Sinoe the auditor.tum •a built in l9S6• 1t has been in con­

stant uae. l'.t baa ·ooe-n the seene or such li'brar;reponsored. events 

as ObildNn's Theatre,, tM Leoture Series, Story Hours, f4'"ld many 

eomnmit;r aetivities as nll. Oivio. and cultu:r&.1 organ:hations such 

as 'bbe teaneok S~J1'1 Oftheatra. 1 the Teaneek wcman•a Club,. and the 

Garde Club, have used the a.uditoriU'ltl on an average of five nights a. 

week as 'Wllfll a.a on oooe.riena.l e..tternoona. The purchase of a. pr-ojeo• 

tor and l!I01"$Gn in 1952 proved an attractive adjunct to thl3 story 

houra and :reading olub acti"\l'it1es. 



V'!!I 

janitor. to 1ta present eomplement of twenty-nine library sta.t:t' 

memmu-. and three janitorial helpers.. When ~1as Garton left in 

December 1928, Mrs. !~th.al fflLrd. her assistant. oonducted the affairs 

of tho library until Mias Agnea c. Norton arrived on tlarah 4, 1929. 

l'i4ra. Ward has rendered capable and devoted service ever since.- ~as 

start in July 1929 And resigned in October 1944. 

for additional tra.ined pers:onnel became a.cute. The .situation ne 

so~t alleviated during the Depression years, 1thA!m several WPA 

ele~ieal worken were assigned to the library. They took care or 

· much olerloal routine.. After April 1. 1941.t hmNver, the library, 

which had received aes1~rtanoo under the WPA for more than five years, 

was unable to procure more workers. 

Frequent changes in peraonnel, and the employment of pa.rt-

time workers, were not oonduotve to mrucimum. eff1o1enoy. At times, 

"1sa Norton and Mrs. Aliee Papin, a most oape.ble e.sdst&nt who has 

been an employee o.r the library tinoe 1936; -~ th• only f'ull-tim 

Mlllbers of the ate.ff. Desp1t4 the bandiea.p of innp&rieneetl help. 

the library •d• every effort to serve the residents ef'fetft;ively. 
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Throughout the cottntr;r the sho.rtage or trained 11 bnuians 

was toning libradea to ourtail their houra.. Thia shortening or 

houn might ha:ve been a. eolutioa for the situation,, b\tt Miss Norton 

felt tllat the publ1o should not be deprived. of its usual a-erdoe.l 

Dud~ 1947 the situat1cn ren.lned much the sau .. The Annual 

re12rt atl"eased the need tor at lea.at two tn.1Md prefosaional aesiat• 

ante, a oata.loger and a nterenCMJ l1bJ'9.ria.n. one to be an e.dministn.• 

mad• ewey effcu-t, they,,.,,. miable to :find trained librarians with 

tM pl"Cper personal qualU'1cationa )? 

lveu id th thia mlnimma atarf ct four full ""time and three :iart-

time DIDllbets• the library eoninued to giW good aenioe-. This ft.B 

part:ieula.rlr d.emonatra.ted in a 1948 survey of te:n suburbln li hrarles 

which included Teaneek. In circulation Tea.neck was firet; in size 

of statf it ranked sixth.I Obrlously. the l!bn.ey was opemting on 

an economical basic for the Hrri.oe rendered.. 

Oh.an.gee in penonnel continue to the present. although there 

are aome people who have stayed en for lcng periods or time.. No one 

dmple ea.use exple.lne tho tumonr ot personnel. Tho Teaneck wage 

l. Tee.neok, N. J • Free Ptfbllo Li b11u7. Annual report. 
1946. p. 2. 

2. lbi.d. 1947. P• 2. -
3. teaneok• N. J. F:ree Public Library. Co!J!:~tive libr&!l 

figures 1949. Typed. 



a-1• • while und.oub1*il7 lower tbll;n that of so• •re favored aub­

tt1'b• • ftl still not sutt1eio'tly below etandard to account for atatt 

loans.. A new sale.ry ached\tle e.tabliahed Deoe1nber 19. 1953,, by the 

Library Trust.ea bas brought Teu.eek wages mere into lin-e with the 

ounen.1l wage narbrt. 

What ha.a ha ppeaed in teaneok aMms to be happening throughout 

the eoateyt librarians bave been leanrig for ft.riou• personal ree.• 

eorut......,.J"rlage, ean or 'the aiek and aging, or desire tor a more 

favorable pognt.pbieal looe:tion. What.ver the reasons for this 

l&bol" turnover. they have not att•ot•d. on• pencn. Fortunately,, 

thia hAppens to be ltiae lortoa. 
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A. BlOGPJ\PHIOAL SKE-TCH OF a.nss Amn~s c. NORrON. LI BRAR!AN 

Ma.rob 4. 1954 na the t"nlltrfifth anniveraaey ot Miss 

lort-on•a ae.moe with the T•n•olt Ltbl'tlry.. Since she baa been with 

thtl library praotioall;y •iao• it waa toundod, and since ahe helped 

to ahape ita policies in all that time. ehe has been largely respoa• 

aibl• tor the high quality ot the l1b111ry. A closer en.mi.nation. ot 

t.r ftriod &otivitl•• nveale b()W' much the aQlllllllW'l.ity and the library 

&re 1nd•~ed te her. 

When she arrlvo<l ia !eaneo.k en Ma.roh 4, 1929, Agnee Cornelia 

Morton had a ·v1u'ied Ubre.ry experlenee bebirul her. She had received 

her 'traln1ng at Fi tohbu.l"g loftlt.l Sehool, Springfield Library School, 

and Ool'Wtlbia Umveraity. Bet"ore ebe wa1 oa.lled to Tean.ak, Mies 

Norton hacl worked at Atfilebon Pu.'blio Li'bn.17 for two years_. in the 

Children•• Lib.raey of Boatn City Roapital tor two yeara, as L1bra.z-

1an at Ludlow, Vermont. tor one year, and as Asliatant Libnui.a.tl at 

tn. Bowe Library 1a Banoftr• In lfamptth1re, tl'Oa 1926 to 1929. 

The 1pir1ti in whioh li8.aa Norton Aa..-med oon.t.rol is evident 

in the library today-it• atmosphere ie one ot rrleadlineea, neat­

neee. and order. Good orpniaa.tion ia implicit in the tone of the 

.Annual reerte~ Garefu.l plannia.g and sound OOlrllllCm ffn84' were. the 

eeeenoe of the flexibili:ty with which the collection neponded to 

the oommun1ty•a need.a through the Depl"0$&1on. -.r, tUld the post"'"W9.r 

periods. Pat1en't and thorough hard work in publicity etfeoted the 
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I•gi•tio.n inspired the lfftAY t~tuns that served so mny segments 

of the town'• population, tea.turea Uke the Children's Theatre. 

SUllMU."' &le.ding Club&,. and Leetun Serles. 

a u.'\t.eMl Jewish eemoe e-rgaaiaa.tior.i, named her ''Woman of th41t 

tear" tor her ttou1ustanding work in. promoting brotherhood in fee.neok" .2 

Sb.• ha.• d.oae raore than give book t&lkt. Mia.ny timea she ha• epoken 

bet'ore hlgh uhool and college groupa on the weat1onal a.s,peota of 

library wric. In 1911 •he nned on tho Bergen C&unty Ad.ult 

E4ttoa'bion Pla.t:miag Oounoil. 

Ber auooeeeM work with the library apeaka !'or 1tMlf in 

.. 1ta reoord ot eooncmioal and efficient management.. Under her ad .. 

nd.niatra:tlion the Ubftl"'/ baa also engaged in etteot1ve public re• 

lationa. a.a evidenced by its aelection for tho Wllaon Publicity 

Honer Roll 1n 1941 and 1942 tor it• a.ttn.otive booklista.,3 These 

l • lortoa, Agne.a C. fllnct"e&aea through the regular budget." 
~il•on li~rary bulleti~ 27i8!8•S29 Ma.roh 1955. 

2. "Mi.•• Norton honored by .B•nt Brtth Ul'dt •• she's given 
annual brotherhood a.111a.rd."' (In Tee.nook,. N. J.. Fre. Public Library. 
"Sore.pbook • ., (1928•1961] p. ( 89 J) 

3. Tea.neok. N. J. F'roe Publio Library. Annual "E2Mr. 
1942. P• 6,. 
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bookl.S.tta were int.uded for sp&e1£1o &udienoes and were distributed 

thnughout the oomrm:mit;r., !ha library baa gi'ftn aerrlc•• for .am­

ple. to businasa lmlln in the ~ty. One instanae of this kind 

ot semoe as the illustrated pamphlet on retail trade, Let boob 

boo~ l!F aale,a,. prepared "'the library a.nd. mU.ed to ever.r loeal 

•nha.nt in town from a Chamber of Cotlllleroe mailing list.l 

Jfl.u hrton bu been wry a .. oti ve in prof'easional organisa. .. 

tiou. She has pa.rtioipa.tl•d in county, state. a.nd national protea• 

•ional bodies. She ha.a ffned a.a President of the Bergen•Pa.ssaie 

County I.S.brary Cl't.'h. ln tho Bew Jersey Library Aeaooiatiott, she 

bas a•l"f"Od on various cftni:tteea • aueh at the Nond.n&ting C0:mm1 ttee • 

Personnel Commi tteo • and tho Cooperation w1 th Busill(!!t8 Cormni ttH?Je .. 

For two )"GtU"I~ aa Publioity Commtttff Chail"'llan. she edi"-d. the 

WMre letter which -.a sent out three ti.mes a ye&!' to the Assooia• 

tion'e 11 200 inemben,. l'.n. 1951 ahe was elected Vioe•Preaident ot 

.. the New Jeney Libl"&J."Y Aaaooiaticn. In th.tr Amerioe.n L1bre.ry Aseo• 

ci&tion. she bs.e aernd With the Activities Committee of' the Junior 

The Teaneok PubUe Li braey awea iwch to the unbroan re-Gord 

of' M:laa Norton•s twenty-f'1ve yea.rs ot eatable stewardship. The 

place which sh(t holds in the aftectic:mate esteem of the oommU.nity 

1949. 
l. Teaneok:1 N. J. Froe l'Ubl:lc Library. Annual re:e?,l"t• 
P• t 4] . 



1• a noognition ot her qualltlea not only aa t.n admf.nla'tre.'bor. 

but a.a a nnal"b.ble hutnl.n oatag. 
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REOOMitlElfDA1'IOlfS FOR IUTUNE (,lOOW?B 

It •7 8"11. that the reoen' additions to the llbre.ry leave 

littl• to dedn in the' way ot tut\U"e 1.mpro'V'9?ll8Jl't. Already,. however, 

\he library teela a la.ok flt ad.•qua.te e'torap ape.oe. This laok 1'111 

be telt JIOte bely a• 111.terlals auoh aa gifts and ba.ok nwnbers of 

pefiodieal• incnue. Soore anld.teotural pl"O'ri.aion tor this condi• 

tiaa .S.11 taft to be ad• la thl Mure.. Otherwise the library 

Dm.141.ag ahould be adequate ta d.ae and tacili ties• nen ll'hen Teaneok. 

whioh baa nall un.d.,..loped ar'R•• hae rea.ch64 its mximwa grcnrth. 

There ia also a and tor a larger book nook, espeeially ill 

ilhe Young Adult Rooia, whioh 1• nill nn and eapable ot much g,,,_wth. 

I°' would eeem. d•alre.ble alao to expand the ether oolleetion.a, whioh 

haw been 11m1tttd by laok ot apaM until the noen"b ape.nsion of the 

Ub1'ry. 

fhe!'1> S.a still, honftl"; the pNblem of location. The librtey 

i• ao-t. ea.11ly e.oo•••i ble to all pe.l"'U ot the to1111t. From ilhree· a.ree.e 

of Teaneek a.ooeae 'be the library 1s inooaveniat. The most inaooee• 

ible section 1• the aoU'th.end ot Tea.neck, bol"dering on Port Lee 

Road, wh!oh ha• no bus Une to tho Library. From the West Englewood 

Pa!"lc aeotion,, it ie :neceau.ry to take two buae-e.. The third a.Na. ie 

th9 north end ot town. near .89rgenfield,. where mny houa•a a.re 

located •<>• cliata.nce trom the lHe.l 'bua line. 

El'tber a. bookmobile,, already auggoeted by Mtss Norton a.a tar 



a.teas antiGned• would. Mmedy iJhe dtue..tion.. In view ot the reoent 

costly ad4itl3tt to the l!bftf'1,. there eeems little likelihood that 

the town will purobaee a bookmobile or set up n..- bnaohes in the 

neu future. Th& •vn:'ttal atta.h1•tt1t ot these goala is suggested. 

Mweftl".t aa wonhj' ot oondd4trat1&1''h the recol'd of approprlation• 

for lilmu7 n'ffda indioat•• -t;l'l&t t\rbu.re nffda will be •t eventually_. 

a.a they haft been in tho paet, by an appnoiative community. 

l. 1'eaneok._ N. J. Free Public Library. AnnU&l NP!rt .. 
1938. P• [6] 



., 



Ilda ehroaology ie a~ed. to give a a;vnoptio view of the 

•ta M'enta in ttMt hinory and d..,.lopmen' ot 'the library. It 1• 

intea4M tlo help the read-er ... 11'1ff e&.sily the pace at which the 

htee Pu'bll.o Library or Teaaeek grew. 

Mlt.7 SO; 1921. 

July 22. 19%3. 

July H .. l91HJ. 

lira. Lou!ee s .. Jordan riarta droula.ting 11 bnu-y 
iJl her home, at l~5 Wen Englewood A.venue. 
T"9.Aeelc- N .. J. 

WOMn TOl.uo:Hen incorporated a.a Tearutok Libraey 
Acusoo1a1;1on. 

Li b.raJ7 1• OJ>9n•d 1n nmoftted al.aw house. 

Purohan ot alave house property tor ~2.ooo. 

Sale d alave heu.ee property !"or #17 .roo. 

Pebrmry 14; 1927. Ret.rendum on •notion ()f munie1pa.lly aupported 
library. 

Free Puhlio LlbJ'aey' or te&neok. N. J •• organized 
under nmioi:pal ct1-ntNl. · 

Cornentone laid tor the tS.:rat li bn.ry l:W.lding. 

Nowiaber 20. 1927 • Bo&J"d ot Truet.ea tel'lllally dedi.oa.te the building. 

Deoftlber 1511 1$27. Dietrlbutlon ot booka begin• fftm nw libraey 
building. 

lfa.roh 4, 1929. MS.aa Ap.N c. Norton ~-• Librarian. 

July 4 .. 1938. Ool"nf>rsteu ld.d fer FWA additions to building. 

D.eoqber 4, 193-6. Dedioation of enlarged building. 
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'rea.dck Publ1o Library is muned to Wilson 
Publ1oi"7 Honor Roll. 

faneot hblio L1 bn.ry ie again mmed 'to Wilson 
Pttblld.ty Honor Rol.l. 

FebJ"!l11lty us. 1950. Ml•• :t'fol"ton. L1brartan,, chosen by B'nai Brlth 
u "Woan et the Y-.rrt • 

Dfttmlber e. 1953. Open Bou•• at Library to obNrve opening of 
the new wtap. 



APPID:WI.X B 

TEXT ():ll' A PLAQUE LISTnrn THE: MEMBERS 
'JF THE LIBRARY ASSOOUTI::>N 

fhe t.xt of the ple.que banging on the wall or tho new 1..llsio 

Rooa 1• boluded to gift • listing of all the people who worked in 

the L1brar;yAaaoeiat1on. 

Aeeooiation a.t ~ time tbia Libn.ry wae organia•d Mlroh a. 1927 • 

-.de poaa1 bl• the erection ot this building through unselfish 

devotion and •tfort, and 

i'IIEEEF''J.RE be i'b resolved. by 'tUle Board ot Truate•• of the 

Fl'H Public Library of Tee.neok that in grateful recognition of 

this innluable oontn btition to this Township tho MJ11eS of' thee~ 

women and of the Arohiteot. be hereby made a. pe'.!"llllMnt pa.rt of the 

building. 
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EMMA ARaEMS 

AOMES CAMP.SELL 

EVELitfE CADDY 

CA.RlUE F':PANlf~ 

GIO RGlANA G RBi:NLAW 

MARCM.Rin' HAWKEY 

LOU! SE J ')ROAN 

LI Lt.IAN KENNEDY 

EVA LEBECK 

SARAH n:mnrot 

DOPA NIBBE 

msE PlUNECD 

FRANCES QUASDORF 

EL!UBETH SAMPLE 

Mt\TTE SCOTT 

ILLA SCHUMANN 

I RENE THA.CKWELL 



APl'INI>ll C 

!'be ts.pres below &1"8 tabla rroa the ~ual l'ef!l'"t• uoept 

for~-" braoket.cl.• lfhioh an to'ta.la oompiled tnm the monthly 

oil'OUl&tion atatiatioe l'fford.a a.t the 1.ibrary.. Begimdng January l, 

1980;- all books were st&aped f'or :four WHka. ldth no renewale 

e.11.-..d. Thia change in pol1oy aooouta ror the subsequent drop 

in oiroula.tioa figures .. 

YEAR OOOKS PAMPHI.,l!;""'T B PICTURES PEntODI CALS HECOF.'DS 

1928 20.861 
1929 •a.en 
1980 72,131 
1911 86,,Sll so 4 
1912 120,,401 49 68 
191$ 135,Sll es 102 
19i4 i11.n1 78 44 
l.9$5 138.,280 ~ 166 
19U 126.524 96 666 
1917 1s2.011 296 804 
1938 182.12$ 606 690 [4.-52-tJ 
19$9 191.611 611 1,,165 f 4.424] 
1940 195,340 828 1.073 e.os4 
1941 202,,199 i.002 711 4-928 
1942 205,569 956 688 4.829 
194$ 116,118 955 931 4,298 
19« 194,837 881 7ff/ 4,628 
1946 182,432 611 781 [4,844] 
1948 181,132 685 709 [4,342] 
1947 201,111 944 562 [4,402] 
1948 211,040 vn 838 t•.s22] 
1949 231.SOl 1,269 i.249 [ 5,,636 J 2.043 
1950 210,441 112 93! 4.962 4.014 
1951 221.m 532 :!35 [ 5,159] 5.130 
1952 261,861 57$ 64-1 £ 5.960) '·'(ff 19S8 254,412 84$ 1,523 [4,968) s.trs 

l. T-.n.olc, N. J. Free Publio Libn.ry.. AJmu&l repgna. 
192'7•196'. J!:••i:m. 



















APPIJIDlX 1 

PBSE.NT a:l~llD !J1 TRUSTEES 

The Free Publio L1't:mll7 0£ ftMUt.eok ha• bee t"ortulvlte in 

!aYlag a eueoeseioa of 1nte1U1ent devot.a o11d.aaa •• t.rn.a.eteea .. 

fkey l'aft 1*tu people 1tho plaoe the }')J!'Optl" n.lue oD good 1i brary 

taelli14h and an worked ba:ri to further the development and ex• 
I 

pe;naioa ot the 11 Na.ey. n. _... Uated below a.re tboa-e ot the 

preMGts mM!l'ben ot the Boa.rd ot Tnsteee. 

Mr. Phillip w. Fraleigh. Freaideut 

~. Joha Oauy, Beer&t&ey 

Mr. "111lam c. Metn•, fl"ft.surel" 

Mr .. Allan A. W&lah 
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TRUSTEES 1927 - 1954 

MRS. JOSEPHINE ANKERS 

MRS. ADELAIDE BERGHORN 

MRS. MARGARET CASEY 
·;-i0. C\t.o<<\C. (,\a_( K 
C. A. ESSLl:NGER 

PHILIP W. FRALEIGH 

FRANKLIN GAYLORD 

MRS. GEORGIANA GREENLAW 

RALPH W. GREE1'.~~AW 

E. H. GROTEFEND 

MRS. MARGARET HAWKEY 

L. T. HOSTETLER 

MRS. GERALDINE HUSTON 

JOHN J. WILKINS 

MRS. LOUISE JORDAN 

FRED W. LONSBY 

WILLIAM C. MOORE 

MRS. FRANCES QUASDORF 

MRS. HELENA ROWLAND 

MRS. ELIZABETH SAMPLE 

MISS MATTE SCOTT 

MRS. EDITH SHULENBERGER 

JOHN SOBY 

MRS. IRENE THACKWELL 

MRS. MARGUERITE TUTTLE 

ALLEN A. WALSH 





"Oonemou laid. at nw 'ffl8affk puel1o llbraey." S.~•n Everd.9 ..,.N. (Baoba&ok., w .. J.) Jul71. 1916 P• I~ ooi. ! .. 

"Goeoil oei\SUeJ"a pl• h:t> &44lt1on te public l1bl"Ary." (In 
1-.....k• I. J. 17M' hblio Library. "Sora.p'bGok."' 
c1121-1ne 1 ,. r 46 l> 

!fS!lol!'J!!. ot ti. •ool«l .. _.... 1'lw York. The Ma.adll.an 
· C.JllfUY• i§RJ-I§R~ "'• 14 S.bu:rbe. 

"Flays employeu ot l:ibn.17 tor Y.lng orl.W.cia.• (ln Teamtok• N. J. 
hM Publlo Library. "Son.pbeok." [192'7•1936] p. [ 48]) 

"Ql"OW'Wl ia llbaey ue." (ln fMHek• 1. J. hM Publio Libl'lll"Y'• 
•t1oftpboot." [1927•1114] P• (21)) 

"HmlAl'Me ne1t Tee.neot litn.ry." ft.I Sundaz; Bun. (Teaaeek,, N. J .) 
. llovemlMH" 29.t 1953 P·• 9• col. '1. ' 

"lno.~n la J"M.On ab •H• roema at library a neoeall1~y." 
(1• T-.-ok. J. J • ,,.. Public Libft.17. "Sen.pbock." 
{l&t1•l9i8] P• [ 84)} . 

"Impn:•G...,.. png.ram at openiag ot the new U. btal7 •" (ta Teane.ok. 
1. J. lne Public U.bft.17. "Sorapbook." {1921-1936 J 
P• (lO&J) 

Jordan. Louie• s. "Plan. tor a nn libn.ey.• (In 'fee.nook, N .. J .. 
Free Public Library. "Softpbook." {192?•19&6 J P• [ 64]) 

"Lt'bnu7 addltion ie e.doned by oouneil."' le~a t..a!ng Beoord 
(laoDn•ok• llf. J.) »-nh 4, 1932 p .. ~ o"ol. '2.,_ ' 

.. Li b?*.ry appeal ta.na Volobr to ••hingbon.,. (In f-.n.olc,. w. J • 
Fl'ff Public U. bre.ry. "Son.pbtok." [1921 .... 19~6 J P• (19 J) 

"Lihrar,r re.dy would ue H. s. tor reaee.:roh. !• (ln Teaneek, N. J. 
PrM Publio Libn\ey., uSorapboot::." (1927-19$6 J P• (71]) _ 
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nu~ a~s open houe• -~•Y•'" ~~ Sund.at SW:l, (Teueck., N. J .) 
DMlem'ber s. 1981 P• J.., eel. a. 

"Mt•,...,._ btDOn4 ~ a•at Dttth ae aha•• giftn ammal brother 
Mo4 aw.rd .. tt ( tn ~tdt, 1f. J • Free Pllbli o Library. 
"lo:N.pbook. tt (lttS-11$.] P• [89]) 

Kel"t;a,. Agua e. "Inot'ealea tbn\l.gh the nplar budget. ft Wilaoa 
U..'t.ft.!Z lM\leti~. • ..... ,. lla.reh 19 53. 

(Noftoll• Apf>i C.] f~9* )\tblic, Li~r&£% 25 mn old on. No;nmbl!lr .,I: ,195~. T•••~ I. ;J •• 11"ff l\'ibIIo ra.ey-, lii5tt. ~-

"'Pann•-teaoher group •PfO#• library wltig. I! (In fe&Mok• N. J. 
,,,... hbli• Lll>rar,r. "hntp'bQok.tt {1927•1915] p .• {48J) 

Penso, Jtut•. "J.fu1o l"'Oem at tO'W'A U braey naw ha.a 460 re<sord 
t.lbmn." the. ~Z ~ (feuooit. •· J .) J~ lo. 1964 
P• ru_, col. t.. . 

Slep1,. lahmt. "Teaaeck on ft.l• •• ~l to.. n fbt in Yoric 
ft.ae• S.ptelllbel" n. ltG P• •• ool. 2. 

Sloat. lftlya c. "°!l •t .. ~~1 ·t 'f-.aeek:. Durtam. '"- n., 
flw· tbrl:venRil>l lw Siiiili!n. I!iit. •aater'• 'thetd.a.tt 

faJior• MS14red lft$h.. ..The M•t•!;Z pt t.....ic. fea:aock~ N. J • , 
the %own. 19 61. f'1Pi'i. 

---.. ~Ltbtary ma.tb 28bh bAlverlfu-y." Tlw Stmdaz: Swt. (Teaneok •. 
N. J.) NovQber 23• lti2 P• i, o.o'i. 2. 

Tea.nook. N'. J. Fortt ra.ra 0ct Erosreaa, 189&-193,~.· Teaneck~ 'ff. J •• 
the Town, I§I . · 

.-........ T.!!4J 2roeeed. l9M bud5et toezthfJr with the MunioiJi!l ~§•!''.!. 
"I!~· \lean.ck; ii. J .. , T Tcnm, hR. . . . 
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...-.. !II!!!!!'" llb1&£l tllJ!!!'lMt. TJP8d.• 

• , •• •s.tr.pboob.11 [lt27-Ull'] 

"'leaedt wtM b t&'ffr o' a..,." (In f--*• I .. J. Pree 
""41• 14•l"1'• .... ,.... [192'1•1914) ,. [1'°')) 

"To f»1111M•.-a 1W7... {Ia teu.eek,. 1. 't1.- FNO !Ublio Llbn.17. 
"Bon.ptiook... [19!7•1••1 p. {96)) 

"'rowa)IQ c.tmoil 4"1.4ea ~ Ubft.17 'bdlting will lalude 
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