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PREFACE

The origin and growth of the Fres Public Library of Teaneck,
Rew Jorsey, are of special interest to me, as a resident of Teaneok,
When I learned from Miss Agnes O, Horton, the Librarian, that no
formal history had been written, I welcomed the opportunity to do
research on & subject which holds more than academic interest for
me.,

In gathering material for the history of the Library, I have
consulted correspondencs, photopraphs, the annual reports of the
iibrary, minutes of the Board of Trustees, the Library scrapbooks,
and the files of looal newspapers., In addition, I have been able
to interview a number of persons intimately oconnected with the
4noeption of the Library.

I have attempted to verify all data through printed sourees,
but the informelity of the Library's begimings under private aus-
‘pioces has made some information difficult to document. Whenever
possible, I have given sxaot citations for information found through
the Library sorapbwoks, but when the serapbooks themselves gﬁvo no
olus to the original source, the dates on the serapbooks had to be
used, Fortunstely I wes able to consult HUrs. iauise S« Jordan, ths
founder of what is now the Free Public Librery of Temneck, for much
of the early history which has not appeared in print.

Some material, mostly in the foﬁm of gtatistios and lists of

names, 1s given in the appendixes.

TEANECKPUBUCLET&EY
TEANZCK, NJ G/€L



1 am deeply greteful te Mra. Jordan for the invelusble infor~
mation she so patiently supplied through many leng interviews, and
to Arohidald N. Jordan, her husband, whose interest in this work
impelled him to search carefully and painstakingly through old
records in an atbtempt to supply the answers to my pereistent
questions,

I an especially indebted to Miss Agnes C. Norton, the
Livbrarian, for her unfeiling help in supplying materials, for her
limitless patience in answering questions, and for her constant
encouragenent .

I also wish to thank Mrs. Alice Cotter, Mrs. Jarmile
Friedrich, Mies Merie Ponso, and Hiss Olive Tamborelle, members of
the e‘e;.ff of the Teaneck Library, who were ever alert to help with
suggestions, I am salso grateful to Miszs Clare Christensen, Township
Clerk of Tesneck, for her help in loceting important data. The aid
of all these people, who gave so freely of their time and efforts,

made the writing of this paper possible.
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I

TEAKECK, THE MODEL COMMUNITY

Teanaak, ¥ew Jersey, is a residential suburd of New York,

| four miles from the New Jersey end of the Georgs Washington Bridge.
Teansck heg been deseribed as the fastest growing residential com-
mmity in Bergen County, having grown from & population of 768 in
1500 to 34,000 in 1954.1 New transportation facilities sush as the
Bridge, the West Side Highway, the Holland and Lincoln Tunnels, and
the ostablishment of many bus lines serving the ares, have contri~
buted to Teaneck's phenomemal growth.

Teaneok has also developed & remarkable commnity spirit, as
shown by itg comcern with good local government and its willingness
to support worthy cultural activities such as 2 symphony orchestrs,
a fine sohool aystem, end & library that is & real eocial force in
the tewn. In August 1949 the Army ohose Tesneck from a list of
“10,000 towns, to serve as & "modsl of demccracy” for its re-sduoca-~
tion program in the cecupied countries in Gurope and Asle, For
three days photogmpher Vioctor Da-Falma photogmaphed Teaneck giti-
geng and officials partieipating in various aspeots of commnity
life. There were some sixty-six photographs taken showing the

Townghip Council in action, sitisgens expresaing their views in

1. ®riters' Program, New Jersey. Bergen County panorama.
Hackensack, ¥, J., The Bergen County Doard of Chosen Freeholders,
1941. p. 113, . :




publie budget hearings, and young people using library, sehoeol, and
resyeation facilities. The resuylting exhibit of photographs, with
text and oaptions, was later displayed in Japan, the Ryuku Islands,
and Augtris by the Civil Affairs Division of the Army.l

In explsining the choles of Teaneck for its projest in polit-
ioal re-education adbroad, the Army lauded the town "for its fine
modotpal spirit and the high quality of its governmental service”,2
At the heart of this service is the Township Council, elested every
yoar by the town's residents, The Council neames one of its five
mepbers Mayor and hires the Municipel Manager, who, &s the ohlef
exesubive, keeps the various departments running efficiently.

The publiolty given public affairs helps to keep the quality
of the government high. The Munleipal Manager publishes an &a&ml
report which is combined with the proposed btmdget for the coming
year. This report is distributed to every township resident. Be-~
- fore the budget 1ls passed upon by the Council there is widespread
disocussion, in the looal press and at ths public budget hearing,

A good index of Teaneok's attitude toward oultural matters
is the ameunt epent for aﬂmﬁim. Over fifty~three per cent of

the towm budget goes for schoels. This prectiosl evidenve of

1. Young, Howard. ‘"Democrecy for export." This week
magasine (New York) p. 7 November 6, 1049.

2. Siegel, Erlman, “Teaneck on film as model town.”
The New York Times September 22, 1948 p. 28, ocol. 2.




interest in eduention im entirely ocompatible with the spirit shown
by & group of Teaneock women who worked in the free lending library
which one of them started in her own home in 1812. Thie was the
first phase of what later became the Free Public Library of

Teaneok, New Jersey.
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VOLUNTEER FHASE

The history of the Free Public Library of Teaneck goss back
to an unugual group of women volunteers, a small private colleotion
of woks in e lady's sun parlor, and an unused slave oabin, It 1s
an agsount of private 4initiative, public spirit, and rising m@.l
ostate walnes,

It all started in Oabober 1912, when Vinoent R. Jordan, on
moving te California, gave his collection of sbout two hundred books
to his sisgter~in-law, ¥re. Archibtald ¥. Jordan, These books, housed
in ifrs, Jordan's eun parlor,l became the nucleus of s smll lending
library, because sixeyear-old Johnny Imhoff, who lived nearby on
Elm Terrace, ° visited Mrs. Jordsn often. She would reed to him from
the story books that had been her own ohildhood favorites. Soon
Johnny bvorrowed books from Mrs. Jowdsan, and then brought his friends
b to borrow them too. Finally Mrs. Jordan decided to lend her books
to the parents of the neighborhood children as well.

Mra. Jordan soon found that her ocollection was inadeguate to
meet the growing needs of her reading neighboers. 5he wrote to ifiss

Sarah Agkew of the New Jerssy State library Commission in Trenton,

1. Mrs. Jordan lived at 126 West Englewood Avenus,

2. 8 eddress was 1352 Elm Terrace. In 1822 the name of
the strest wee changed to Laurel Terruce.



agicdng for information on how to secure bhooks on loan from the State
Library. From Miss Askew she learned the details of the prosedure
for setting up 8 deposit station in her cvm home. This involved
getting the endorsement of ten preperty owners. She obtained these
ton sigoatures and was thereupon named trustee of the books on loan

from the State Library.

Mies Askew gent, prepaid, fifty books at a tims, which could

be kept for eix weoks and then retummed in exchange for & new ship~
ment, As the tooks had to be hauled back and forth betwsen the
rilroad station and Mrs, Jorydan's homs, Harfy ¥oEntee, a looal
drayman, used his apring wagon to make these deliveries regularly,
He coantinued this voluntary service for over five years, ceasing
only when total blindness finally disabled him.
As the sun parlor becams too small for the growing number

of readers, the collection was moved im 1915 to a eandy store on the
" sorner of West Englewcod Avenue and Station Street, now Pallsade
Avenue. larger shipments of books from Trenton for the inoreasing
circulation made more help nevessary. Mre. John Holder, Mrs. Pamny
Schultz, Hrs., Hattie ankjmahuah,. KErs., John Caddy, and other inter-
asted neighbors helpsd Mrs. Jordan oirculste the books. later,.
chor womon, reeruited by Mrs. Jordan from the membership of the
Women's Politiocal Union, & looal organization fighting for women's
suffrage, contributed their services, In the time the lending

library functioned, it set a remarkadle record for borrower

2]
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regpongivility == number of bhooks lost: on

T

¥rs, Jordant's personal collestion, which wes still clireula-~

tlng, wae rapldly wearing out and the noed for new books was Locom=

ing apparent. Tho elvice-minded women, ftho friends of

o

[y

ne liurery,
wdertock to raise money for books by ziving sake and foud selen.
ks their aollectlon grew, the need lor s tullding became increas-
ingly apparent., The lsdles hed been congidering the purchage of
the property at 1279 Teaneck Yoand, cn which stood an old cabin
Iknown locally as "the ald slave house", beesuse It was supposed bo
hnve housed the zlsves serving the rengion acrcss the street at
1270 Teansok “oad.

In order to own property, ths "livrary ladios”, as thev wore
ealled, had to incorporate. Im June 22, 18582, they formed the
Teansok Liwrery Association.l In imrch 1923, Hr, Arehliald W,
Jordan gecursd, on his personal note, g thres-month loan of LI00
from the Falisede Trust Jompany of Inmpglewoed. This sun wes pub
dowr &g 8 binder on the Teeneok Ipad property, wvhich lrcluded the
slave house. The [L00 was to apply Yo the full price of the prop=
.‘ erty, 2,000, and wos necessary at this time to prevent its szle
to other interssted buyers, HMesnwhile the lsdies had three ronths

to gecure a mortgage loan to buy the propsriv.

1. Tayler, ¥ildred Heopgh. The hlatory of Teaneci. ieanecl,
He Juy, Thae Town, 1951, p. 203. Typed.




On April 17, 1823, tﬁe Agscoiation applied to the Franklin
Saolety of Rew York, for the mortgage loan, which was secured by
the endsresment of three members' husbands, Messra. Greenlaw,
Jordan, and Sample. Even before they took title they were allowed
to mmke full use of the bullding. Acscordingly the iadiea went ahead
to malos the bullding ready for libmry service. In the spirit of
the volunteer work which had characterized the library enterprise
from its inception, Carl Francke, lootl carpeanter, volunteered to
repair the cabin, and gave the Association unlimlited time to pey
for the materials. When the repsirs were finished, the ladies apent
three days thorcughly cleaning the premises, and opened the building
for librery service cn Decoration Day, 1823,

The Tesneck Library Assoclation took title to the property
at 1279 Teaneok Boad on July 22, 1823, The property wmas deeded %o
Wan Matte Soott, one af the members, who held it in trust for the
Assoelation. To meet the monthly payments of §18 on the building
loan, ths ladies of the Library Association redoubled their beking
snd coolking activities, toured the towm on cecesion in a decorated

wagon, and sold their plea, cakes, snd btread. ire. Ella Sochumann

and Miss Scott lent their homes for fund~ralsing thfs dansants,
a fagshionable diversion of the twenties.
#hile the library was operating in the renovated slave ocabin,

real esctate values were rising, bocause of improved trangportation



faoilities and what hns been called “the suburtan trend".l As a
result, the ladies sold the property, after three years, for 317,800,
te Edward Raque, who buillt & £illing station on it, whioh still oo~
cupies the site. The sale, which was completed on July 24, 1926,
gave the ladies the enormous profit of 15,000 with which to resl-
ive their dream of 8 free public librery under the township's aus-
plees. The directors of the Library Association, Incorpornted,
offered the §15,000 to the Temneok Township Commitiee, to be used
for the srection of a muni¢ipally supported free public library.

Since public msintenance of the library was inwelved, the
township iteell wag polled by refarendum, on February 14, 1927,
when the elactorate aoccepbed the gift and the civic responsibility
that went with i%.2 The Free Public Librery of Teaneck was organ-
ized under mndoipal comtrol om March 8, 1g27.% |

The referendum suwthorized the townahip specifically: 1) to
srect & 320,000 building on the seven-more munioipal plot, and

'2) to allot an additienal 25,000 annually for maintensnce.? The

1. Enc;m 15%& of the sooial solences., XNew York, The
¥acmillan Co., 18930-1956. v. i4 Buburbs.

S, Teansck, N. J. Fres Public Library., Board of trustess.
#imabes of the Board of Trustees of the Free FPublie Library in
immﬂg » xggi“IQﬁQl Pl- l. ?mﬁ. » ‘ o

&, "Teansck votes in favor of library.” (In Teaneok, ¥, J.
Free Public idbrary. “Serapbook.” [1927-1888] p. [104])



referandun further provided that slthough the building was to be
mmielpally owned, a Board of Managers consisting of eleven members
should be responsible for the iibrary. This Board of Managers was
4o oonsist of five trustees, to be mamed by the Idbrary Assoolation,
plus the five members of the Townghip Cormittee snd one member of

the loosal Roard of Edumtimx.:

1. Ibdd.
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MUNICIPAL CONTROL

The five original members of the Board of Trustees were ap~
pointed for terms varying from one to five years. This device made
it possidle to preserve the continuity of the Doard, sc that as one
membarts term expired & now person was appointed in her place to
gerve & full five~yesr term, The five ladies woro: Mss Matte
Soctt.»bne years Mre. Irene Theeckwell, two years; Mrs. Georgianma
He Greenlaw, three ysarss Mrs. Louise S. Jordan, four yearss and
Mrs., Margaret Hewkey, five years. Mrs. Jordan was slected president,
Mrs. Greenlaw seeretary, and Mrs. Dawkey treasurer.l

Among its firet aote at the organisetion meeting on March 8,
1927, wn# the turning over to the Township of the £15,000 profit
from the sele of the slave house property 5,000 in cash and a
10,000 mortgage.? An asoount was opened in the Palisades Trust
‘and Guarenty Company in Englewood, in the name of the "Trustees of
the Free Publie Libreary of the Township of Teanesk in the County of
Bargen“.s ‘ ‘

The method of handling library funds illustrates the genuine

1. Teaneck, N. J, Free Public Librery. Annual report.

2, Teaneok, ¥. J, Free Public lLibrary., Board of trustees,
MWnutes ..s Op. eit., 1927+~1923. p. 2.

3. Ibid. p. 1.



11

gontrol the Board of Trustees was intended to exercise over library
affairs. The treasurer of the Poard was bonded and the Board budg=-
ot limited to the amount of the snnual sppropriation by the tom&hi?
for library purposes. Disbursements from the Trustees! secount were
to da made on resolution of the Board of Trustees by sheck sigrned
by the treasurer and the president. The Township Troasurer kept a
duplicate set of records.l

Prosent practice is somewhat different and more centralized.
Blls aro signed by the Librarian end the library Doard treasurer,
and sent to the Township Treasursr, who pays them. Eaoch month a
report of expenditures is presented to the Library Hoard. The only
money handled directly by the librarian of library Poard acmes from
fines, which are turned over to ths township. The State Auditor
eudits the Library account as part of the munloipsl ecsounts.

The librarian submits the budget appropriation through the
IAbrary Board to the Township Council, which must approve it.
Every year the proposed mdget for the entire township is published
in full with the Munieipal Henager's Report end distributed to
every resident in ample time for considerstion and publie discus=~
sion at & well=advertised public budget hearing.

The budgetary requirements for the library have grown with

1. Tesneck, N. J. Free Public Lidbrary. Board of trustees.
By-lews of the trustees of ths Free Public Library of the Township
of Teaneck in the County of Bergen. (1827 p. [4] Typed.




the development of Teaneck, of sourse. The modest budget of 35,000

in 1527 is insignificant compared with the one for 1954:

Committes Meeting on Budget. June 1l4th 19271

Coal 15 tons, approx. % 210
Librarian 2,000
Jagitor 100
Catalogue, oards & {&} 1,000
Hooks 1.009
General expenses 7850

TOTAL 4 TE,000

1954 APPROPRIATIONS®

Zalaries
and Other
Wares Expenses TOTAL
D. LIBRARY k '
1. librerians and Clerks 68,206
2. Japltors 8,660
8. Books, Pericdioals, Viatrola
Records & Binding 12,300
4. Beat, Light, Telephone, Water 4,850
8. Supplies, Postage, Oonvention 3,180
8. Bepairs & Equipment 4,000

7« Dther Expenses 400
78,865 24,500 01,388

It is no understatement to say that lidrary coste have
ohanged!

1. Teansok, N. J. FPres Public Library. Board of trustees.
mmﬁ.’ [ 2 3] QED Bitw 1927"1939- P' 15.

2. Teaneok, N. J. The proposed 195¢ budget togebher with
the %;mcipl Manager's yeport. leaneck, N. J., 1he %m, 1654,
Ps 28, -

12
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THE BUILDIRG

BRECTING, EQUIPFING, ASD STAFFING THE NEW LIBRARY

Even before the Township acocepted responsibility for the
fimsucial support of the library, the wemen interested in the ex-
pansion of library services had asked Hr, Prederick T, Warner,
arshitest, te drew up, at his regular fee, plans for a libmary
building to ooet 320,000. This was in enticipation of the Town~
ship's nooeptance of the Library Assceiation's proposal. ¥hen the
Township did accept and the referendum was held, Hr. Warner offered
to domate the plans for this worthy commndty project. MNr, Werner
farther offered the donation of his professiomal servioces in the
supervision of the construstien of the huilding. Both offers were

gratefully accepted.l

| The plans called for & two-story brick btuilding, to be
erected on & plct 20" x 32'.2 The Colomial style of erchitesture
blended very well with the nearby mmicipal bulldings.

The $20,000 fund for this tuilding was eet up under Ordi-
nanoe 368 on Harch 29, 1927. Following the usual prooedure, the

townstdip oalled for construetion bids through aglwrtismxrbs in

1. Teaneck, §. J. Free Publie Library. Annusl report.
1e27. p. (3]

2, See Appemdix E. L. Original building, 1927,
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the local newspapers. Contruets were signed on April 28, 18627 and
ground was broken early in My,

While the tuilding was going up, the library ladies were not
idles they were attending to the details of equipping and etaffing
the libmry. During August théy were shopping for library furni-
ture, and thelr ocorrespondence attests to their carefulneass in se~
losting the highest quallity sand the rmost appropriate in furnishings.
Tha selection of & Libraprian was the next task. Mss May Garton,
formerly of the library at Bridgeton, New Jorsey, was engaged, with
Mrs, Ethel VWard, who ig still with the librery, to help on a part-
time basis.

In November 1827, though there was still plastering, paint-
ing, and the installing of fixbures going on, M¥iss Carton began
working in the uilding to complete the preparations for library
gervice. Finally, on Sunday, Hovember 20, the new library building
- was formlly dedicated.

The program for the dedication ceremonies was indloative of
the pride the township had in its new libsary. The members of the
Board of Trustees and of the Library Asscoistion were the hostesses
to several hundred people, who were treated to musioc and refresh~
ments. Mrs, Franklin Gaylord, wife of a prominent Teansck mindster,
was the principel spesker. She recounted the entire histcrynof the

library movement in Teareck up to the moment of the dedication.
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Hrs, Jordan msidad.l
Socon after the dedication of the bullding the Trusteses and
the Librarisn arranged and shelved the books in entioipation of the
opening day. The cireulation of books began on December 1§, 1927,2
In legs than aine months after the Doard of Trustees was organized,
the newly erected bullding wae opensd for service to the publiec.
This fact alone undersoores the practical business ability of the
group that had been known as the Library Assceiation.
The public respcnse was so eager that fmmedlately the Library
Board asked for a special eppropristion of $20,000 to buy 5,000
books. The Township felt, however, that 4t could grant only $5,000.
To their formal socoeptance of this amount, the trustess added these
prophetic words:
We trust that as eash year pusses the Township will realize
more and more the benefits derived from & fine library in
the Town and will as rapidly as possible sppropriate funds
guffiaient to make 1t possible %o mrttalin a lidrary that will

ng favorably with or be superior to those of adjacent
towns .,

1. "Impressive program at opening of the mew library.”
(In(Taam)sck, N. Jo Free Publio Library. "Scrapbook." [1827-1986]
p. [103] .

2. Teaneok, ¥. J. Free Fublie Library. Annual report.
1927. p. 4.

3. Inid. Pe B,
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AN ENLARGED LIBRARY

As circulation figures &éntixxued to grow end the number of
borrowers increassd, the need for enlarging the library's plant be~-
came evident to the Board of Trustees, who communicated the need to
the Townghip Commlttee, The public was informed through goed pub~
linity in the town's newspapers. The publicity was gentle in tone
yet sonvinocing. That there was no overstating of the need is shown
in & newspaper clipping of July 193012

The lLibrary is now comfortablycorily=-housed in & strik-
ingly impreseive bullding near the Munieipal Building. Thia
gtruotures can be fwinged' at eny time; there is ample room
for it. It would seem from Mies Norton's repert that the
cramped quarters are now bulging, that the Litrary is ex~
poriencing growing pains with demandg that it have wmore room
in whish to stretoh i1tself., ¥No hint of that is given in the
roport itselfs the conclusion comss merely after reading the
figures and noting the growth in the use of the Library.l

Even more convineing to the residents than verbel appeals

'wors their own expsriences within the lidbrary. They wers orowded
by other readers as they selsected their books and they gqueued up in
a long line to have their books charged. The measures taken to
alleviate the situation wele eloquent., In an attempt to remedy the
eromied oconditions, the library hours were inoreaged, first from

twonty=ceven to twentywnine., Two years later, in September 1032,

1, "Growth in library use.” (In Teaneck, N. J. Fros Publie
Library. "Serepbook.” ([1927-1936] p. [21])
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twalve more moraing hours ﬁem added to the library’s weekly sched-
ule in the hope thet meme adult readsrs would use the librery in
the mornings and thus relleve the overcrowding in the afternocons
and eveninga. The installebion of more hookstacks partially pro-
vided the sdditional boek space needed.

In mlding her annusl reports, the librarien constantly ecom~
pared the looal library statistios with the Ameriean Library
Association standards for libraries in similar communities. These
comparisons highlighted the famot that although the Teaneek library
had only from one~fourth to one~half the book stock described as
ressonably adequate, the cireulatlon was very close to the idesl
figure.

As early as 1930 M¥r, Wamer, the architect, wis sncournged
by the Library Board to drew plans for additional wings which would
previde an adults' reading room, childrents room, and s reference
room.} It was not until 1932, however, that the first conorete
proposal for new bullding was presented when Mra. Jordan, president
of the Emsrson School Parent Teachers' Assooiastion, reguested that
these wings be built.Z

1, "Charging politics, library truetees file baaignatians.“
Bergen Evening Record (Haokenssck, N. J.) March 19, 1830 p. 12,
eol, 1. .

2, "Council coneiders plea for addibtion %o pudblio library,.”
{In Tes].z)zeck, N. J, Free Fublio Librmary. '"Scrapbook." [1527-1938] -
P {46



In May 1932 it weas reported that the Township Council had
pasged & resolution endorsing this addition. The rescludion asked
the State Director of Unemployment Relief for $10,000 in relief
funds to finance the library bullding progrem.} Another PTA group,
from the Whittier School, bsgan an opposition movement, on the
grounds that additions to the existing elementary sshools were more
negessary.? An interested parent from the Emerson Sshool group
sountersd that without the additions the Litrary could not function
oven if more money were appropriated for hwoks. She further ad-
vanoed the argument that now materials and labor were cheap; end
that My, Wamer's plans, offered fres, constituted a great saving
to the tomship.S

At this point the plans for expansion were checked in & man-
nar which ultimately prqwd very fortunste. The unemploymsnt re~-
lief funds of 37,000 whiah right have been applied to the librery

~addition were exhansted in constructing a high school etadium.

A little more than & year later, in July 1938, it was an~

nowesd that the Townahip Counoil had endorsed new and much wore

1. "library addition is endorsed by couneil.” Bergen Evening

Regord (Hackensack, N. J.) May 4, 1932 p. 9, sol. 2.

2. "Parent~teachsr group opposes library wing." (In Teaneok,
N. J. Pres Public Library. “Serapbook." [1927~1938] p. [48])

. "Flays employee of library for wing eritioisms.” (In
Toaztmei;; ¥. J. Free Publiec Library. "Sorapboek."” [1927-1338]
p. [48
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ambiticus plans drswn up by ¥Mr. George M. Cady, a West Englewsod
arghitect. Ths original plans of Mr. Barner, drewn up on a more
modset sonle, had ocalled for two wings built out from the sides of
the original tuilding. The new plans called for two additions, one
in front of the existing building, and one at the rear, which would
inerssss the library's ares fourfold, The rear addition provided
for a ehildren'a room, isclated from the adult seoction, with large
windows, interesting seating arrungements, & fireplaee, and a gep-
arate sntrence. In addition, space was allotted for a repair shop,
a staff rest room, and a large dooument wault for township records.
The front addition provided for adult reading room; refersnce gpaqe,
and bookshelves all around the walls. The coriginel building wes to
bocome en open stack room.)

The spplication for a $80,000 loan from the Federal govern=-
ment, 840,000 for the building itself and $10,000 te equip it, wes
made in September 1833. Formel approval wag not received until
January 1956. The interim period of waiting was a time of rumwr,
woertainty, oonflieting claims, and sounterpropossls. Several
groups in the town opposed the library improvement because they
felt it would interfere wiéh other town projects. There was a loan

applicetion pending for s $855,000 addition to tho high school, and

another for a new elemmmtary school, to cost §215,000. The s;banacrs

1. Sew Appendix D. Floor plans of the library building.



of these two projects seemsd to feel thet the Federal government
might approve the library loaz and twrn down the others,

In the event that the libmry loan wes denied, an alterna~
tive plan wes propesed by Hrs, Jordan. She suggested that the towm
appropriates $2,000 to establish a reference department in the high
sohool libtrary, and keep that cpen evening hours and Saturdays for
adults. The Doard of REduocatisn heartily approved this plan.d

The litrery loan, therefore, wes not pushed until the saehool
loans had been approved. Om August 30, 1934, with the James Russell
Lowell Sohool under construetion end the high school grant unoffi-
oially approved, the Township Marnager, Paul Voloker, left for
Weshington with Mr. Greenlew, a member of the Library Board, to
confer with FRA officials,?

There followed anvther pericd of waiting. Three months
later, when it seemed wulikely that the loan would be approved,
.the Library Poard suggested an altemate plan, for e non~permnent
addition, to cost £10,000. The plan proposed adding two temporery
frams wingas, to the right and left of the present building, to be

removed at gomo time in the future, when & permenent shiructure

1. "Library remedy would nse M, S'. for mmrﬁh,“ {In
: Tuaszks He Jo Free Public Librery. “Sorepbook." [l927-19%6]
p. [T1]

2. "library appeal takes Voloker to Vsshington." (In
Tmeek; He Jo Free Publio Library. "Serapbook.” [1987-1936]
p. (78]



sould be added.

Mrs. Jordan felt that the $10,000 should be apent on reference
books for the high school library, where the children would benefit.
The ¥unieipal Manager was noncommittal. Whils he would net say that
hope for the loan wag dead, nor approve the proposals for either the
temporary winge for the library or the high sohool referencs library,
he did point out that the differsnce in maintensnce of a temporary
building would be only $5,000 less than for a permsnent one. He
concluded that the wisest caurse might be to erest the entire build~
ing ms originally planned, even if Government aid were not awil-
able., A month later he came out even more strongly for the last
gourse, but adviged welting until July 1 to see if the loan oame
thmugh.z

In July ¥r, Voloker went tc Washington again. This time
there was hope. The loan application was recpened, on the basis of

.8 forty-five per cent grant and a fifty-five per cent loan. Huch
of the eredit for this latest development was due to the interven~
tion of Congressman Edward A, Kenney, Demoorat. Bergen County,
like the rest of Bergen County, is predominsntly Republioan, and

the community appreciated the Congressmants interast., Orateful

1. "Increase in readers make more rooms at library a neoces~
sity." (In Teansck, ¥. J. Frees Fublioc Library. "Serapbook."
(1927-1936] p. [84])

2. "Voloker soens library situation but does not reach a
conalusion.” (In Teaneck, N. J. Free Public Library. "Sorapbook.”
[1927~-193¢] p. [87])
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acknowledgment for his non~partisan support was made in the Repud-
lican press.l

On January 30, 1936, the Federal government gave formal ap-
prowsl for a $22,900 prant and a $28,000 loan. The funds for the
congbruction were set up by the township under Ordinance ©652. The
township decided to inolude, at its own expense, the additiopal
feature of s $9,000 auditorium, seating 250, in the btasement of the
new front wing.?

The laying of the eormerstone for the library additions was
an important part of the township's July Fourth selebration that
mr3 and the dedioation ceremonies for the enlarged library took
rlage on December 4, 1936 in the new basoment auditorium.%

" The new red brick building with white trim barmonized with
the architecture of the Town Hall, combining the best features of
fine Colonial design with the early Duteh influence to be found in

. the vioinity,

1. "To Congressman Esnney." (In Teaneok, ¥. J. Free Public
Library. "Sorepbook." [1927-1838] p. [96])

2. "Towmship Couneil decides Teansek library building will
include auditorium.” Bergen Evening Resord (Haokensack, F. J.)
Januery 8, 1936 p. 10, coi. 2. v

8. "Cornerstone lald at new Teaneck public library.”
Bergen Evening Record (Hackemseok, ¥. J.) July 7, 1936 p. 10, col. 2.

4. "200 attend ss Tesnsek dedieates new library." Bergen
Evening Record (Hackensack, N. J.) December 5, 1936 p. €, col. 4 -




CORSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL WINGS

Within a few years of the erection of the 1938 addition, thq
growth of the town's population and the consequent greater demands
on the library's services greated the need for still further expen~
aion. Several important fastors made other sdditlons to the library

possible. First, the Anmm]l reports of the Librarian and a constent

barrage of geed publicity relesges to the press had consistently and
hanmly infsrm the public of the problems facing the lidrary.
Seaond, excellent library servize had edumt:o&/the residents of the
township concerning the value of a good librery. Finally, when the
library beeame so crowded witﬁ hizh aéhécl students that there was
1literelly no room for the sdults to read and work quietly, the need
for a separate reference room and for a sp_ce:!al plage for the young
people, became painfully apperent. In the Junder Room, oo, whioh
was used by ak\xildmn from the first through the eighth grede, books
‘wore jammed tightly into shelves and overflowed onto window sills.
The library was almost bursting its aeams.

Duaring ’#erl& Wer 11, even Atbough ghe realised that building
wag not pessible, Miss Norbon, the lLibrarian, constantly kept the
need for expansion before the public. Finally, in 1948, the firsgt
plans for additional wings wore sctually drawn uy, by Georze H,
Cady, and approved by the Trustees. At the muggeastien of iiss
Horton, the Library Board ecalled in W&. James E. Bryan, Assistant

Librarian of NHewark and speclsliet in library buildings, as a

23



consultent.l He suggested several modifications in the plans, some
of whish were followed. Pulfillment of the plans now awaited the
allocation of funde by the Tméhip Council.,

Consequontly, the Anmmal reports for 1549, 1350, and 1851

conbinued to speak, with inoreaging emphasis, of the overcrowded
conditions. In the 1949 report the librarisn stated that the col-
legtion of 41,000 books was overflowing the shelves.? In 1950 the
gituation was still more oritical, It was pointed out that sinee
the lest expansion, in 1936, the population of the town had in-
ereased more than 12,000. By 1951, the Lidmrian was forced to
observe that unless rellief cams within the year, no more books
oould ba added to the collection. The book stock of 42,484 volumes
was plaoing an even greater strein on library facilitles, yet the
American Library Association's standard of two=and-a~half books per
capita was not being met.S To cease buylng books would mean the
stagnation of the library, as Teaneck had not reached its maximum
‘population.. |

On Hay 6, 1952, undar Ordinance 986, the Township Council

eppropriated §237,000 for the two new wings. B5ids were opsned on

1. Teaneck, N. J. Free Public Library. Anmual report.

2, Ibid. 1949, p. [1]
3. Ibdd. 1961. p. (1]
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May 27, and ocontracts were let within a month. Ground wes broken
in June, and within s year, in the summer of 13863, the ocongtructlon
was wmpletad.l

Tha naw library additions consist of two one-story wings,
ench :ig‘ x gl;s‘, connacted to the north and south ends of £ha exigt-
ing tuildings. The new wings, like the rest of the library, conform
to the same attractive Colonial style of arshitecture as the other
‘munisipal buildings at Teansck Road and Cedar Lanse.

The south wing contains the new Junior Room, for children
from pre-school age through the sighth grade. A foyer lsads direct-
ly %o the downstalrs suditorium and a small kitchen under the child-
ren's wing. The pld Junior Foom was renovated to provide the Li-
brarian's office, several other offices, and work spacse.

The north wing ognhains the Reading and Reference Room,

Musio Room, with sound beoths, and s new Stack Foom immediately be~
. low the new Reading and Refersnce Foom. The old Stack Room was
converted into the Young Adult Room, where young people may read,
study, even converse, without diasturbing their elders. The two
courts formed by the new additions were landscaped and serve as
outdeor reading rooms during pleasant weather, snd the gite for

childrents story hours in the summer.2

1. Teansck, N. J. Free Public Library. Anmusl report.

2. See Appendix D. Floor plans of the library building.
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The Junicr Room and Cataloging Room were the first to be
opened, on July 1, 1983. For two weekse, hetween August 24 and
Septembor @, the adult seection Qnu clozed while 40,000 books were
moved from the old Stack Room, the new Young Adult Room furnished
and redesorated, and the offi&a spece recrgsnised., Additional
furniture and equipment for ths Muelc Room arrived and were in-
stalled during the next three months., Open House for the completely

renovated iibrary was held December &, 19531

1, Teaneak, N. J. Free Public Library. Annual report.
1953, p. [4]
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DEPARTHENTR OF THE LIBRARY

In growing from ite Inmbls begiomings in & sun parler with
two bundred books 4o 1te present physioal plant housing 80,922
bocks,t 4he library has grown in the complexity of ite organisa~
tion. The several funcbions of & library tend %o become departments,
staoh sontributing to a speelfis usefulness aither to a type of
readsr or Yo & resder's special purpcee. Easpecially e this true
when the library is large enough to have a separate Junior Foom,
Young Adult Room, Reading end Rafemnaeu?éﬂam, and Musis Room, &

the Teaneck Free Publioc Librery has.

THE ADULT DEPARTHENT

The ¥ain Resding Room and the new Stack FRoom contain all the
books thet comprise the olroulating collection for ndulte. Sinoe
the Mein Rending Room is the firet room one entsrs, it sets the
atmosphere for the rest of the library. The immediate effect is
one of great charm, dignity, snd clwerfulness. It is a large two=
storied room, measuring 63; x 32', 1it by many high semi~ciroulay
hesded windows., The Colonisl buff-gcolored wslls and ivery woodwork

1. Teaneck, H. J. Fres Public Library. Annual report.
19538, p. [10]




. mals an exvellent tmekground for the four colorful murale rumning
the same height as the windows, on the north, west, and south wallse.

These murals, peinted in 1988 by ¥Mr. Robert Mertin, who wag
employed by the Federal Art Project, deplot the evolution of print-
ing.i They oonsist of four panels showing the sarly manuseript
writing done by the monks, the Gutenberg press, early Colonial
printing, and modern printing.

Bookstaoks line the walls and are flush with them. The
large elreulating desk, with its Gaylord cherging maochine, is in
the senter of the room. At the south end of the room is a handsome
marble~faced Fflireplace before whioh there ig an informal grouping
of red lesther chairs end mahogany tables, This area ls set orf
from the oharging desk by a low ivory-painted hookstack containing
psriodicals. Hemr the door ie a largs display sres, whose colorful
end timsly exhibits are chnage& frequently.

On the other gide of the desk thors 1s the satalog, ancther
fireplacs, more mehogany tables and Chippendale ohsira., There are
ugmlly waaes of fresh flowers, thet contributs to the gensrel at-
mosphere, which is a successful blend of dignity, chaym, and
friendly wermth, |

The Mein Besding Room houses tha complete collection of fins

1. Teaneck, H. J. Free Public Library. Annuel report.
1888, Pe {&]




arts asd travel, Thers is & New Books section, inoluding recently
published fiction and nom-fietion, which 1a also in this room. The
tasement Stack Room containeg the romuinder of the Adult Circulating
Colleotion, which sonsiets of a1l the fiotion, all the non~fiotion
exsspt fine arts and travel, and a group of approximmtely twe hun~
dred foreign books.

The exoollent Adult Ciroulating Collection represents s wide
variety of interests and is well suited to the character and needs
of the acommunity. The tastes of & large group of serious readers
are reflected in the more than adequate representation of books on
literary and cultural subjecte. There are also well atocked sec=
tions on insurance, saleamanship, astiques, art, child psycholegy,
home repair, mechanical drawing, and oivil engineering. These cat~
egories are indiostive of the interests of the composite Teaneck
resident, who is a fnir.’_&y prosperous home owner, proud of home and
lawn, intelligently curious about prectical matters, and with enough
- leisure to read good books and to follow onme or more hobbles,

As times have changed, the chamocter of the collection has
changed, to meet the varylng neels of the commumity. During ¥World
War II there was & great demand for technieal books, to help un=
trained people qualify fuz; work in defense industry. There were
many oalls for books on foreign affairs, and for those giving per-
gonal war experiences. The librery was trying to help psople in
their effort to understand the problems invelved in permanent world
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poave, As demmnds in the post»war perlod shifted to bocks on voca=
tiong, home decoration, yonﬁmr( planning, and books on business,
the library always responded by the seleotion of suitable books.
The ciroulating eollsotion's strength in literature, history,
and ogonomios is partioularly helpful to the many college students
who 1live in Teaneck. Théy attend sush colleges as Rutgers Univer~
sity,; Columbis University, The College of the Clty of New York,
Fordham Tndversity, and Feirleigh-Dickinson College. It speaks
woll for the oollection's adegquacy that these students find meny
of the basio books and assigned readings which they need in the

THE REBFERENCE DEPARTHMENT

The new Reading and Heference Room now provides s separate
Place for reference service and for tiwse people who wish to study
or read in a quiet atzmo.aphsra. This room, which is in the north
wing, is 28! x BE*, One enters it through a small attractive cor-
ridor leading from the ¥ain Raading Room. Again, the décor here
omphasiges dignity and brightness. The wulls are painted a pale
yollows bookstacks and woodwork are elephant gray. There are large
mahogany reading tables and comfortable Chippendale chairs. Gold
colored lamps on the tables provide exeellent reading ligh‘h--.

At each ond of the room is 8 large ey window, in front of

which 1s a turquoise leather sofa, flanked by shrimp-volorsd leather



ehairs, There iz a& bandsome mabogany desk for the Reference Librear-
fan in the middle of the room, In the southeast comer of the
Beading end Heference Toom stand the ftesl Piling cadinets that
hold the Pamphlet File.

The Referemoce Colleetion is good, containing praotically all
the materials that mizht be regquired of & librery thie gize. It
has proved adequate for the reference needs of & large, intellectu~
ally sarious body of resders. Thers 1s sn exesllent collestion of
tuainess bosks for refovenne, The Teaneck Publie Libreary 1s the
only ene in Borgen County that subsoribes to Woody's, & businees
sorvice that supplies valusble informmtion to buginess men on in-

vestments, banidag, industry, snd sgriouliure, Thomas' repister

of Americen menufactursrs, and the New Jerssy industrisl directory,

slso supply business informmtion. The library, by providing these
valmble business reference meaterials, serves the business people
not anly of Temneok, Wut of the enbtire county as well,

THE JUNIOR DEPARTMERT

One of the most aotive and lively places in the library is
the Junior Room, It occeupies the entire south wing, 22' x 85', and
houses children's books to sult the tastes of yamgstokr& from pre-
school age through the elghth grads. It is a gay, informel room,
i:lth knotty pine woodwork, apple green walls, and Colonial furnish-

ings. It is divided into two largs sections, the east end of the
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peaos, As demends in the postwar perlod shifted to books on voca=
tions, home descoration, post-war planning, and books on business,
the Iibrary always responded by the sslection of suitable books.
The eiroulating ecllsotion's strength in literature, history,
and egsonomies is particularly helpful to the many college students
who live in Teanecsk. ‘rhéy attend eush colleges as Rutgers Univer-
sity; Columble University, The College of the City of New York,

Pordham University, and Fairleigh-Dickinson College., It speaks

woll for the collection's adegquacy that these students find many
of the tasic books and assigned readings which they need in the

" Hbrary.

THE REFERUNCE DEPARIMENT

The new Reading and Reference Room now provides s separate
place for referenne service and for those people who wish to study
or read in a quiet atmoaphere., This room, which is in the north

wing, is 28' x 85%, One enters it through a smll attrastive cor-

ridor leading from the Main Reading Room. Again, the déocor here
emphesiges dignity and brightness. The wells ars painted e palse
yollows bookstacks and woodwork are elepbant gray. There are large
mahogany reading tables and comfortables Chippendale ohairs. Gold
colored lamps on the tables provide excellent reading lighh--.

At each ond of the room is & large bay window, in front of

which is a turquoise leather sofa, flanked by shrimp-colored leather



room serving the children from pre-sohool age through the slxth
grade, and the west oantering to the seventh and eighth graders.
Tables and chairs vary in sise to suit the diffsrent age levels.

Low book etmoke line the walls, which are decorated with many color-
ful pletures and posters. There is a magesine rack conteining child-
ren's pericdicals and & steel filing cebinet for pamphlet material.
The knotty pine oharging deek faoing the entrance hes an mobstruet=
ed ﬂﬁr of the room. A Gaylord oharzing mschine is used.

The eollection has grown from lts slight begimnings in 1927
to ite present size, 10,000 books. The 1927 appropriation wss $200;
the pressnt appropriation is $2,500. Since 1935, when the Junlor
Boom wap established as & seperate departwent, there hag boen an
appointed Junior Librarisn and agsistants. Book ssleotion for this
department, whioh had previocusly been done by the Librarian, was
then taken over by the Junior Librarian,

The oollection is divided into throe parts: books for the
pre-school ohildren and grades 1, 2, and 33 books for gredes 4, 5,
and 63 and books for the Jumior High students, grades 7-8. The
firat group contains sultadble books chosen from the Childrent's

catalog and the ALA booklist., HMost of these booke are in approved

librery binding, since they receive the hardest kind of use. This
collection is in good condition and attractively bound.
The seoond group contains titlea in fletion, history, blo-

graphy, and scioence suitable for this group of readers. In this
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group a8 in the third group books are covered with Plesti-Kleer
Janokets. The more durable library binding is not considered neces~
sary or desirable, ainoe thess young peoople prefer to carry books
that look as if they oame from & book store,

In ths section for ssventh and eighth graders, such adult

titles as Anne Morrow Lindbergh's North to the Orient, Maurioce

Hersog's Annapurna, end Charlotte Bronts's Jane Byre are added to
give these ohildren an interest in good adult litermature. This sec~
tion has had its own pamphlet file since December 1953. This file
contains material from the Soout orgenizations, and pamphlets on
travel, hobbies, and recreation. It has proved a wvaluable source
of additional reference material.

In addition to the actual colleotions, ths Junior Department
hasg provided many extra, valuable services. Every summsr there is
a vacation resding olub-with an attractive title such as Tressure

Hunt BReading Club, Rolbin Hood Heading Club, or Junior Cadet Reading

Club, The Junior Librarian visits the schools emeh spring and ad~

vertises thess cluba. For those shildren who complete their allot=-
ted reading of tem books per smr, there 1s a party with refresh~
mente and entertaimment, in the library auditorium. This is only
one of the many activities that the Junlor Department sponsors.
Story hours for the younger children have been a feature of
the Junior Department sinee 1938, There are two programa, étery

Time is held in ths auditorium, for children in the elementary
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schools, Stories are told and films shown, For the very young pre~
school child there is Picture Book Time every Wednesdey morning
from 10130 to 11400,

The Junior Department also offers service to the schools and
to organised groups such as the Girl Seouts. Classes visit the liw
brary for orientation tours. Girl Soout troops way receive a spe-
olal talk, on mending books, for example, These activities,. plus
the oconsbant output of attrmotive bookliste, draw large pumbders of

young people to the Junlor Room and keep it & very busy place.

THE YOUHO ADULT DEPARTMENT

In 1938 a group »f bookas gelected from all sections of the
1ibrary as specielly suiteble for young pesople wes assembled and
placed in a low bookoasd in the Main Reading Foom. IHere they re-
mined until the 1653 additions made a separete Young 4dult Room
hpocaibla. The former Stack Room' wms cleared of books, which wore
moved to the new bessment staeka, The room weg redecorated and
refurnished, and the Young Adult Collection wag ploced them;._

It 48 sn attractive room and rost sulbably furnished to ap~
peal to the tsstes and comfort of young people, The foeal point of
the room ie the fireplace. Set into the wall above the fireplace
is & ocolored plaster fresoco, dome in 1227 by Hrs.'A.. de Loria

1. See Appendix D. Floor plans of the librery btuilding.
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Norman, & local artist. This was donated by iiss Matte Scott, one
of the oharter members of the Library Association, in mewmory of
her aunt, irs. Zveline Dykemsn Caddy, another member. There are
green leather armcheirs on elther zide of the fireplace with maple
end tables holding current megazines. Two large round maple tables
ars in the center of the room. There are also tan leather arm~
shairs and a comfortable green leather settes. The Young .Adult
Librarian has & Colonial maple desk in front of the windows on

the south wall.

Bookstacks painted dark green line the light green walls
and hold a eolleetion of books colorful in Plasti~Kleer book
Jacketa. One wall is devoted to & large cellection of college
catalegs., Attractively bound remphlets are set out on the shelves,
There is sleso one encycleopedia, Collisr's.

Thiz aveoions raom, twe stories high, is only rartially
filled with the B4T books it now holds. The baleony stacks are
sompletely smpty, amiting the growth of this oollestion, which

now consists largely of recreational and wocstional reedinc.

THE MUSIC DEPARTIENT

In Juns 1949 & lending collestion of ninety phonogreph re-

sord albums wes added to the librry's resources.l This collection

1. Teaneek, N. J. ¥ree Public Lidbrary. Annuel report.
1949. PQ 7‘ . ‘




wes originally housed in the work room above the Librarian's
office. Borrowers were not admitted to the collection but made
their selections from & card catalog. A page would then procure
the altum from the stacks.

The ocollection, which comprises 501 albtums, ls now housed
in open stecks in a small room off the southwest wall of ths
Reading and Referonce Room, called the Musie Hoom. Besgides the
rocords, there are librettos, books and perlodieals on music,
operes, symphonies, and instrumental music, with some operettas
and folk musie. The libmary's statistios for 1953 show n cirou=
lation of 4,707 records, ample evidensse o5f the asllection's
pz;pularityf.

The furnishing of the Muslc Room owss something to the
origimal Lidrary Asscciation. After the Association was dissolved,

g small fund remained on hand t¢ b used in the fubure for some

. 1ibrary purposeo, In 1353 this money, which had been invested in

bonds, amounted to $4858.50. Miss Norton suggested to the Livrary
Trustees that thess funds be used to furnish the new Music Hoom.
As a result & record playsr, table, and some chairs were purchased.
There are alsc geveral mf&ogany tablea and comfortable red leather
chairs. The walls are a light gray; woodwork and atacks are dark

gray. The room, though small, 1s attractive. On the south wall

hangs & commemoretive plaque listing the membera of the Wibrary



Ansac&ation.l

1. See Appendix B,
the Librory Assccletion.

Text of o plaque listing the members of
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SPECIAL COLLECTIVES

The colleotions discussed below are special in the sense
that they have an individual charmoter but are not extensive enough
to comprise & department. That they are valuable in filling s spe=
oifie need is shown by the constant use made of them by the
community.

RNEW JERSEY COLLECTION

This group of approximetely two hundred and fifty books is a
collestion of volumes adbout New Jersey histery, laws, industry, geo-
graphy, edusation, and folklore, cocupying & bookstsck placed di~-
reotly in btaok of the Reference Librarlan's desk, for quick and
oaslly svailable reference. A eisable sddition to this group came
. from the agtate of the late Prank Horrison, & local attorney and

student of New Jersey history,

TEANECK COLLECTION

Information on Teaneok—its government, geography, history,
ordinances, schools, can be supplisd from the “"Teaneck Collection”.
This material consiets of pemphlets, books, newspaper olippings,
and mimsographed matter. Although it ie small enough to be oon~

tained in & large drmwer of the Reference Librarian's desk, it is



somplete encugh to mest those questions that are most frequently

asked about Temneok.

PAMPHLET FILE

FPamphlets, which are kept in A& soeries of modern steel cabi~
nets in the Besding sand Reference Room, are an important resource
of the library. The Pamphlet File now contains approximately 2,000

pamphlets on 700 subjects. The Annwal reports, sines 1837, when

the Pamphlet File was first mentioned, show the steady growth of
this occlleoction and an awayenesg of its value. It is conatantly
pointed out that often the only aweilable informmtion on a subjeot
is in pamphlet form.J

The folders containing thie material are new, with neatly
typed ladbels boaring appropriate subjeot hesdings. There are mesny

pamphlets from such authoritative series as the Life adiustment

" booklets, Public sffairs pamphlets, and Editorisl research reports.

Recently the Pamphlet Flle was completely revised, much oub~
dated mmterlel disoarded, and newsr, more timely literature added.
Like the other collestions, it has slways been influenced by the

changing needs of the coremunity.

1., Teaneok, N. J. Free Public Library. Annual report.
1937. Pa 50 ’

39



PICTUBE FILE

Thers are 6,600 plotures, kept in steel filing cabinets in
& room above the Librarian¥s office. They are neatly mounted, on
lightweight cardboard, with typed subjeoct headings. The collection
contains e wide variety of illustrative material, which the commu-
nity has found most ugeful. Ae many as 1,100 plotures have been

eirculated in cne ysar,
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SPECIAL SERVICES

The servioces disoussed bolaw ars special im the sense that
they go beyond what might be aonsidered the usual functions of a
library. The Sshool Library Branches are a means of meking books
nore sasily available to young readers. The other three services,
the Lesture Series, the Children's Theatre, and the use of ths
Audivorium, are instances of the library's willingness %o contribute

in new ways to the ocommmity's cultural develepment.

SCHOOL LIBFARY BEANCHES

8Sehool librury branchms, opsrated as deposit stations of the
Teaneck Library, provide recreationel resading, mostly fietion, for
socond to sixth greders, They were started in 1930 so that slemen-
tary school children need not travel to the main librery building
© in the center of towm. Mrs. Jossphine Gabel was appointed in 1935
to take care of the school branches, suoceeding Mrs. Sem Tour, who
was the first staflf member aasigﬁod to this work.

¥rs. Gadbel visite ench of the seven elementary schools each
woek. On the day thst she comes tuv the schosl each slaszs is pro-
grammed for o twenty-minute period with her in the ainasroom whore

ths books are kept. This period ies used only for book oclroulation.

4}



The 1963 figures show & book mtock of 6,187 and & cireculation of
81,758,

LECTURE SERIES

In 1937+1538 a series of four lectures was glven in the
Livrary auditorium, The subsoriptions were limited in number to
250, the szeating oapacity of the auditorium, and the priece of each
subgeription, $2.00, was inbtended %o cover the cost of the speakers.
The speakersg wers Dr, Henry C. link, psychologistj William la Varre,
explorer; Gordon B. Endera, foreign adviser to the Grand lLems of
Tibot s and Clifton Fadiman, bock oritic. Fach man epoke on a toplo
related to his specialty.l

A gecond series of four lectures was given in 1938-1539 under
the same non=profit arrangement. This time the speakers were

3. Mles Douton, Buropean news correspondenti Carveth Wella, ex-
xplorer: George Daingerfield, literary critic and author; and Gerald
Wendt, soientist.?

A third series, for 1936~194Q, was cancelled when the main

speaker was prevented from appearing beeause of illness. Difficul~

ties in gotting good lecturers during the war ysars caused the

1. "Dr. Link to open lecture ssries.” {(In Teaneck, H. J.
Free Public Library. "Serapbook.” [1920-1936] p. [14])

2. "Bouton Yo open library seriea." (In Teaneck, N. J.
Free Publie library. "Serapbook.® [1928-1838] p. [20])



abandomment of thie program and it was never revived,l

CHILDEREN'S THEATEE

For six yeare, starting in 1944, the lidbmry's auditorium was
used to provids the town's children with & series of programs lknown
é‘s the "Children's Theatre”. For the first two years of its opera-
tion the Children's Theoatre was jointly sponsored by the Lidbrery end
the FParent-Teschers' Couneil. After that the Library managed the
progran alone.

Fach series consisted of from six Yo eight performances.
Animal acts, puppeteers, and eutertainers from childrents radio and
television progrems were provided for the shildren st & nomimsl fes,
For the laest two yeare of 1ts existence the progrem operated at a
defioit. It was finally sbandoned in 1950, possibly because of

competition from television.

THE AUDITORIUM

This pleasant gray~painted room is in the bozement, direotly
under the ¥ain Reading Room. There is a stage curteired in gray,

& plano, and 250 folding choirs. Nearby are kitohen fmollities,

1. Teansck, N« J« Fres Public Iibrery, Annual report.
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mch used by the librery and the community.

Sinoe the auditcriumwaaalhnilt in 1936, it has bsen in con-
gtant use. It has been the scenc of such llbrary-sponsored events -
as Children's Theatre, the Lesture Serles, Story Hours, and many
commmity nctivities as well, Civic and cultursl orgenizations such
as the Teaneok Symphony Orehestra, the Teaneck Womsn's Club, and the
Garden Club, have used the auditorium on an average of five nights a
week es well as on ocoasional af'terncons. The purchase of a projes-
tor and soreen in 1952 proved an attractive adjunet to the story

hours and reading clubdb sctivities.
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THE LIBRARY STAFF

As the building, oollections, and services grow, so 4id the
staff gradually grow from one librerian, one assistant, and one
janitor, to 1its present complement of twenty-nine library staff
members and three jenitorial helpers. When ¥iss Garton left in
Desember 1928, Mrs. Gthel Ward, her assistant, conducted the affairs
of the library until Miass Agnes C. Yorton arrived on March 4, 1829.
irs. Ward has rendered capable and devoted service ever since. Hiss
Alioe Rusgt, snother faithful end highly velued worker, Joined the
staflf in July 1929 and resigned in Jotober 1544.

With the growing demands on the library's services, the need
for additional treined personnel became acute. The situaticn was
somewhat alleviated during the Depression years, whan several WPA
clerioal workers were assigned to the library. They tock care of
" much clerioal routine. After April 1, 1941, however, the library,
which hed received assistance wnder the HPA for more than five years,
wag unable to procure more vmrlaaés.

Frequent ohanges in personnel, and the employment of part-
time workers, were not condusive to maximum effieiency. A% times,
Miss Norton and Mrs, Alice Papin, a most capeble azsistent who hae
besn an employee of the library since 1936, were the only mil%im \
members af the staff, Despilte the handicsp of inexperienced help,

the library made every effort to serve the residenta effectively.

we g T TN
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Throughout the counbry the shortage of trained librarians
we.e forsing libraries %o curmi; their houra. Thig shortening of
hours might have bean a golution for the sitwation, but Mas Horton
felt that the public should not be deprived of its usual servics,.l

During 1947 the eituvation remained much the same. The Annual
report stressed the need for at ledst two trained professional assist~
ents, a oataloger and a reference librarien, ons to be an edministra~
tive nesistent to the IAbrayian. Although ths Librarian and the Board
made every effort, they were umable to find trained librarians with
ths preper persomal gqualifications.?

Bven with this minimm staff of four full-time and three part-
time members, the library continued to give good service. This wes
particularly demonstrated in & 1948 survey of ten suburban libraries
which included Teaneek. In elrculation Teaneck was firet; in size
of staff 1t ranked eixth.® Obviously, the library was operating on
~8an economical basis for the service rendered.

Changes in personnel continue to the present, although there
ti.re some people who have stayed on for long periods of time. Ko one

s#imple cause explains the turnover of personnel. Tho Teaneok wage

i1+ Teaneok, N. J. Free Public Librery. Annual report.
1948. p, 2, '

2 I¥Ad. 1947, p. 2.

&« Teaneck, H. J« Free Public Library. Comparative library
figures 1948. Typed. '




seals, while undoubtedly lower than that of some more favored sud-
urbs, was §%11) not sufficiently below stendard to sceount for staff
losses. A new salery scheduls established December 15, 19535, by the
Library Trustees has brought Teaneck wages more inte l_im with the
survent wage market.

What hes happened in Teansok seems to be happening throughout
the eountrys librariane have been leaving for warious personsl rea-
sons*marriage, care of the sick and aging, or desire for & more
favorable geographisal looatisn, UThatever the ressans for this
iabor turnover, they have not affected one perscon. Fortunately,

this happens to be Miss Horton,
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A BIDGRAPHICAL SKRTICH OF MISS AGWES C. EORTON, LIBRARIAK

Wrch 4, 1964 was the twenty~fifth anniversary of Mss
Horton's servios with the Teaneok Library. Since she has been with
the library precticslly sinoe 4{¢ was founded, and since she helped
to shaps its polioles in &1l that time, she has been largely respon=
sible for the high quality of the librery. A closer exemination of
hor variod aotivities reveals how muoch the community and the libdrary
are indebted to her.

¥hen she arrived in Teansock on Maroh 4, 1920, Agnes Cornelias
Norton had a wvaried librery experience behind her. She had received
her training at Pitohturg Normal School, Springfield Library Sohool,
and Columbia University. Before she was suiled to Teaneck, Mles
Norton bad worked at Atflebors Public Library for two years, in the
Children'’s Library of Boston City Hospital for two years, as [ibrer—
‘ian 8t ludlow, Vermont, for one year, and as Assistant Librarian at
the Hows Library in Hanover, New Hampshire, from 1926 to 1929.

The spirit in whioh Mias Norton assumed control is evident
in the library today=its atmosphere is one of friendliness, neat-
ness, and order. Good organization is implicit in the tone of the

Annval reports. Careful planning snd sound common gense wore the

essonce of the flexibility with which the collection responded to
the community's needs through the Depression, wer, and the post-war

periocds. FPatient and thorough hard work in publicity effected the



)

sduostion of the sommunity te tha walue of supsrior library servioce.
Imegination inspired the many features that served so many segments
of the town's population, fesatures like the Children's Theatre,
Summey Reeding Clubs, and Leoture Series.

Hipe Norton's activity in the community hss been phenomenal.
She hes talked before wmeny orgenizations in Teaneck: FTA's, Jewish
Sisterhoed, Court Anmstasia, PBahsl, DAH, looal garden clubs, end the
Woman's Club. In February 1950 the Teaneck shapter of B'mal Brith,
a national Jewish service organization, named her "Woman of the
Year" for her “"outstanding work in promoting brotherheod in Teaneok".Z
She has done mors than give book telks. Many times she haas apoken
before high school and ccllege groupe on the vooational agpeots of
library work. In 1937 ghe served on the Bergen County Adult
Education Flanning Goungil.

Her successful work with the library apeaks for itself in
. its record of evonomical and effiloient menagement., Under her ad-
ministration the library has also engaged in effective publiec re-
lations, es evidenced by ite melection for the ¥ilson Publicity

Homer Roll in 1941 and 1942 for its attractive booklista,® These

1. Norton, Agnes C. “Inoreases through the regular budget."
Wilson librery bulletin 27:528~529 Mareh 1953,

2. "Miss Norton honored by B'nai Brith unit as she's given
annual brotherhood award,” (In Teaneok, . J. Free Publis Library.
"Sorapbook.” [1928-1951] p. {82])

3. Teanwck, K. J. Free Publie Library. Anrnmuel report.
1942. p. 8.
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bookliste were intended for gpecific audiences and were distributed
throughout the community. The libvreary has glven servics, for exam-
ple, to Wusiness men in the commmunity. One instance of this kind
of service was thaﬁ illugtrated pamphlet on reteil trade, Let books

boost your sales, prepared by the library and mailed to overy local

merohant in town from a Chamber of Commerce mailing 1ist.

Hies Norton has been very aoctive in professional organiga«
ticns. She has partieipated in ocounty, state, and national profes-
sionsl bodies., She hes served as President of the Bergen~Prssaic
County IAbrary Club. In the New Jersey Library Association, she
has served on various commibtess, sueh ay the Nominating Committbes,
Pergormel Committes, and the Cooperation with Business Commitiee.
For two years, as Publieity Committee Chelrman, she edited the
News letter which was sent out three times a yeay to the Associa-
tion's 1,200 members. In 1951 she wae eleeted Wceo=President of
. the Rew Jorsey Librery Assoslation, In the American Library Assgo~
clation, she has served with the Activities Committee of the Jurdor
Members®' hHound Table, a group of seven menbers choaen from all
seckions of ths United States.

The Teaneek Publie 'Lihmry owes muoh to the unbroken record
of Miss Horton's twenty-five yearz of capable stewardship. The
place which she holds in the affectionate esteem of the comminity

1, Toaneck, N. J+ Froe Public library. Annual report.




is a resognition of her qualities not only es an administrator,
but as & remarikable humen belng.

3
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PUTURE GROWTH

It may seem that the reoent additions to the librery leave
1ittle ¢o desire irn the way of future improvement. Already, however,
the 1ibrary feels & laok of adeguate storage space, This lack will
be felt more keenly ns materials such as gifts and baok numbers of
periodienls incresse. Some architectural provision for this condi«~
tion will have to be made in tha futurs, Otherwize the library
tuilding should be sdequate in sisze and facilities, ¢ven when Teaneck,
which has awall undeveloped areas, has reached its meximem growth.

There §{s also a need for a larger book stock, especially in
the Young Adult Room, whioh is still new and eapable of much growth.
It would seem desirable also to expand the other oolloetiom » whioh
have bheen limited by lack of spase until the recent axpansion of the
livrary.

There is still, however, the problem of location. The library
is not easily accessible to all parts of the town. From three arees
of Temnesk mooess tc the libmry» is i{nconvenient. The most inasces~
ible section is the south end of Teaneck, bordering on Fort Lee
Road, which has no bus line to the Library. From the West Englewood
Park section, it is nocessary to take twe buses. The third area is
ths north end of town, near Bergenfield, whare méa.ny houses _a:;a
located some distance from the lesal bus line,

Elther a bookmobile, already suggested by Miss Norton as far



pack &s 1938,1 or the esteblishment of branches in those three
aress mentioned, would remedy the eituation. Iz view of the recent
costly additions Lo the library, thers seems little likelihood that
tha town will purchase a boskmobile or get up new branches in the
near future. The eventual attainment of these goals is suggested,
however, as worthy of consideretion. The resord of sppropriations
for litrery noeds indioates that future needs will be met eventbually,

as they have been in the past, by an appreciative commmity.

1, Teanssk, §. J. Free Publie Lidbrary. Annusl report.
1938. p. (8]
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APPERDIX A
CHEONOLOGY OF IMPORTANT EVENIS

Thia ohrenclogy is appended to glve & aymoptic view of the
main events in the history and development of the Iibrary. It is
irmtended o help the resder see more sasily the pace st which the
Preg Publie libdbrary of Teaneok grew.

Ooteber 1912. M#ra,. Loulss 8. Jordan starts olrculating library

in her home, at 125 West Englewoed Avenus,
Teansek, N. J.

June 28, 1922, Women velunteers incorporated as Teaneck Library
Assoolation,

Hay 30, 1828, Librery is opened in rencvated glave house.

July 22, 1923. Purshase of slave house propsrty for 32,000,

July 24, 1928, 3sle of slave house property for $17,500.

February 14, 1927, Referendum on sreotion of municipally supported
1ibrary.

" Mareh 8, 1927, Free Publis Library of Teaneock, K. J., organtized

under munioipal contrel.
Hay 21, 1827, Cornerstone laid for the firat lidbrary building.
November 20, 15827. PBoard of Trustoes formelly dedioate the bullding.

December 15, 1927, Distributlon of books begins from new library

tuilding.
March 4, 1928, Waes Agnes C. Horton beoomes Librarian,
July 4, 1638, Cornerstone laid for FIA additions to bullding.

Desember 4, 1936, Dediocation of enlarged building.
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Juns 23, 1841, Teaneok Public Lidbrary is named $o Wilson
Publieity Honor Roll.

June 26, 1842, Teansok Public Library is again named to Wilson
Publisity Honor Foll. '

Fedruary 15, 18580. Mise Norton, Librarian, chosen by B'nal Brith
ag "Woman of the Year”,

June 1982, Construgsbion started on now additions.

Desember &, 1953. Open House at Library to observe opening of
the now ‘ldng‘t-



APPENDIX B
TEXT OF A PLAQUE LIBTING THE HMEKBERS
OF THEE LIBBARY ASSGCIATION
The text of tha plaque hanging on the wall of the new Music
Room is included to give & listing of all the people who worked in

the Lidrary Assoclation.

A Trivate of Appresistion

WHEREAS the women who were aotive members of the Libmary
Association at the time this Library was organized March 8, 1927,
mede possible the ervction of this bullding through unselfish

davobion and effort, and

WHEREAS the sarohitect who desighed and supervised the

congbruction of thies bullding donated his serviees, now

THEREFORE be it reeolved by the Board of Trustees of the
Free Public library of Tesneck that in grateful recognition of
this inwvaluable aontribution to ﬁhia Township the names of these
women and of the Architsct be hereby made a permanent part of the

building.



EMMA AHRBERS

AGHES CAMPRELL
EVELIWE CADDY
CARRLE FRANER
GRORGIANA GREENLAW
MARGARET HAWKEY
LOUISE JORDAN

LILLIAW EKENHEDY

EVA LEBECK
SARAH KENNEDY
DORA WIBBB

ROBE PRINECKE
FRANCES GQUASDORF
ELIZABETH SAMPLE
#ATTE SCOTT
ELLA SCHUMANN

IRENE THACKWELL

PREDERICK T. WARXNER, ARCHITECT
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APPENDIX C

CIRCULATION STATISTICS=-1528-195%1

The figures below are taken freom the Annual reperts sxcept

for those braciketed, whioch are totals compiled from the monthly

sirculation statistics resorda at the library.

Beginning January 1,

1980, all books were stamped for four weeks, wlth no renewals

allowed.

This change in polioy acasunts for the subseguent drop

in oiroulation figures.

YEAR

1928
1920
1930
1981
1932
1933
1834
1935
1936
1937

" 1938

1938
1940
1941
1942
19438
1944
1946
1948
1947
1948
1949
1980
198l
1982
1983

BOOKS

204867
43,033
72,731
86,811
120,407
135,311
187.8382
133,280
128,524
182,016
182,128
19} ,611
195,340
202,799
208,869
178,778
194,837

- 182,432

183,332
201,117
211,040
231,501
210,441
227,248

254,412

PASPHLETS

30
45

78

95
298¢

611
826
1,002
256
965
88l
738
- 688
244
977
1,268
712
582
573
848

PICTURES PERIODICALS

4

é8
102
44
156
686
804
€90
1,168
1,013
: 711
&88
831
787
781
708
662
838
1,289
832
336
647
1,523

[4,524]
[4,424]
5,084
4,928
4,829
4,208
4,828
[4,844]
[4,342)

(4,402]

[e,822)
[5,686]
4,962
[6,150]
[5.960]
[4,988]

RECOHDS

2,043
4,014
84130
4,707
5,478

1927-1983., pessin,

1. Teaneck, K. J. Free Publio Library. Annusl reporta.
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APPENDIX E

PICTURES OF THE BUILDING

ee Public Library
Teaneck N. J.

1, Original building, 1927

PUBLIC LIBRARY, TEANECK ROAD, TEANECK, NEW JERSEY

2, Building enlarged by Public Works Administration, 1936
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3. Building with recent additions, 1953
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5. Junior Room, facing east




6. Junior Room, facing west
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To Young Adult Room
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8. Reading and Reference Room
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APPENDIX ¥
PEESENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Pree Publio Library of Teaneck has been fortumate in
maving & suscesgion of imtelligent devoted citisens as Trustees.
Thoy lmve besn people who place the proper walue on good lidbrary
facilitdes and have worked hmrd to further the dsvelopment and ex-
psasiua; of the library. The names listed below are those of the
preseut members of tho Beard of Trustees,

Mr, Phillip W. Fraleigh, President
irs. John Casey, Seorstary

Mr, William C. Moore, Tressurer
Mr. Allan A, ¥alsh |

¥rs. Faymond Ankers



T g

4

TRUSTEES 1927 - 195L

MRS. JOSEPHINE ANKERS
MRS. ADELATDE BERGHORN
MRS. MARGARET CASEY
Do Aeovie (\ACK
C. A. ESSLINGER

PHILIP W. FRALEIGH
FRANKLIN GAYLORD

MRS. GEORGIANA GREENLAW
RALPH W. GREENLAW

E. H. GROTEFEND

MRS. MARGARET HAWKEY
L. T. HOSTETLER

MRS. GERALDINE HUSTON

JOHN J. WILKINS

MRS. LOUISE JORDAN
FRED W. LONSBY
WILLTAM C. MOORE

MRS. FRANCES QUASDORF
MRS. HELENA ROWLAND
MRS. ELTZABETH SAMPLE
MISS MATTE SCOTT

MRS. EDITH SHULENBERGER
JOHN SOBY

MRS. IRENE THACKWELL
MRS. MARGUERITE TUTTLE

ALLEN A. WALSH
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"Chxrging politios library trustees file resignations.” Berg
Bvening Record (Heokensask, N. J.) Mereh 19, 1930 p. 12,

"Corserstoms lald at new Teansck publio library.” Ba?-en Evendng
Reoord {mﬁhmﬂk* B Jn) Jﬂly 7, 1988 Poe s GOl 2.

“Counelil considers plea for sddition to publie library.” (Im
Tennsek, N. J. Fres Pablio Library. "Scmpmok."
[1027-1938] p. [48))

podis of the sooisl sciences. New York, The Maomillan

"Flays employees of library for wing oritioism,” (In Teanesk, N. J.
Free Publio Library. "Serapbook," [1927-1838] p. [48])

"Growth im iibrary use.,"” (In Teaneek, N¥. J. Free Public library.
"Sarapbook." [1927-1888) p. {21))

"Hundreds visit Teaneck library." The Sunday Sun (Teansek, !5}.7 Je)
Rovenber 28, 1558 p« 8, ool., 1.
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