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Teaneck Gives Birth To Public Library 
The very first library in Teaneck 

grew from the overcrowded room 
in the home of Mrs. A.N. Jordan. 
In 1912, Mrs. Jordan had acquired 
a collection of books and stacked 
them in her sunroom. When 
sighted by a visitor, Jordan was 
asked if a few of her books could 
be taken out on loan. It wasn't long 
before more visitors arrived ask­
ing to borrow a few favorites. As 
the project grew, Mrs. Jordan 
received some help from Mrs. 
John Holder, Mrs. Fannie Borden 
Schultz, Mrs. Hattie Quacken­
bush and some other friends and 
neighbors. In time, these women 
would acquire the title of "The 
Library Ladies." Mrs. Jordan was 
informed that if she could find ten 
property owners to aid her, she 
could receive shipments of books 
from the state library in Trenton. 
After accomplishing this task, Jor­
dan was appointed by the state as 
the trustee of the library move­
ment in Teaneck. 

When the library outgrew Mrs. 
Jordan's sunroom it was relocated 
to a candy store and then later to a 
drug store on Station Street. In 
1916, due to a polio epidemic that 
hit the metropolitan area, the 
library was temporarily closed 
and circulation discontinued. 
When services reconvened it was 
decided that the drug store was 
now inadequate for housing the 
growing number of books. There 
was a parcel of property that "The 
Library Ladies" thought they 
would be able to purchase. "It was 
known as the Old Slone Cabin on 
Teaneck Road near Bedford Ave­
nue, and was said to have housed 
slaves." It came to the attention of 
the women that if they wanted to 
own property they would have to 
be incorporated. This led to the 
incorporation of Mrs. Jordan and 
16otherwomenonJune22, 1922. 
Following the incorporation the 
women received a loan for $2,000 
from the Franklin Society for 
Home Building. The notes for the 
loan were secured by three hus­
bands of the incorporated women, 
and the building was purchased 
from Mrs. Anna Sitzman. Carl 
Frank repaired the building and 
gave the women unlimited time to 
pay for the materials. The building 
had a large stone fireplace and a 

staircase leading to a loft. "The 
Library Ladies" cleaned and 
scrubbed the building into shape 
for the grand opening on May 30, 
1923. 

Two years later, the women 
would sell the property for 
$17 ,500 and submit a proposal to 
the township committee. "The 
Library Association would plan 
and finance a public library if the 
Township would donate the land 

and appropriate $5,000 a year for 
maintenance." The new library 
"would be managed by a board 
representing the Township, the 
Board of Education, and the 
Library Association." The pro­
posal was accepted and it was 
agreed that the loction would be 
north of the Municipal Building. 
The library was dedicated on 
November 20, 1927 a1,1d a mere 
650 books were placed on the 
shelves. Shortly after that the town 
would be asked to spend $20,000 
to increase its collection. By 
March of 1929 the library would 
have 2,000 books. In 1936, two 
more wings and rooms would 
have. to be added, and after World 
War II, two additional wings 
would have to be built to hold the 
44,000 books that then filled the 
overcrowded shelves of the 
library. 

As of today, the Teaneck Public 
Library houses 115,000 volumes 
not to mention its own collection 
of video tapes, cassettes and 
records . . 

George C. Maurer, former Emerson mayor and councilman died 
Sunday, August 28. 

Until retiring two years ago, he owned and operated Enterprise 
Liquors, Inc. on Cedar Lane, Teaneck for 17 years. He was a 
weekly contributor to the Teaneck News and This ~ek In Teaneck as 
columnist of "Wine Facts by George." 

Mr. Maurer was a member of the Hudson and Bergen Liquor 
Store Association and was named Liquor Retailer of the Year in 
1985. He was vice president of the New Jersey State Liquor Associ­
ation in 1984 and an hdnorary member of the New Jersey Somme-
lier Institute. ' 

Surviving are his wife, Joan W.; a son, George C. of Dumont; a 
daughter, Christine E. Maurer of Emerson; a sister, Erma LaClair 
of Buffalo, and a granddaughter. -30-
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